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Yowhat does not grow, dies; what does not face itz truth,
perishes; those without vision deserve the destruction that
will fall upon thern; those who belisve that they can
suppress freedorn and vet live in freedorn are hopeleszly
deluded, Either a nation faces its uncorfortable truths, or
it iz overwhelmad by ther; for there iz a prophetic
conzsequence in the perpetuation of lies, just az there iz an
unavoidable fate for all thoze who refuze ta see..’

Ben ki *Fables are made of this: for Ken Saro-
Wiwa (1941-260 frorm 4 Way of Belng Frae,
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THE FARTHER I GO THE FARTHER BACK I GET.
— Mudhoney 1989

It seems like the lenger I live and the more I learn the less I know.
Looking back I now know that when I was eight [ understood a heap of stuff
— eight-year-old stuff. I knew everything I needed to know, trusted those I
had te trust and understood how the world was. I didn’t understand why
different tv stations broadcast really good movies on the same night at the
same time. Why couldn’t they talk to each other and arrange different nights
and different times so I could watch both cool movies? That point troubled
me for years after. I also remember being very scared of nuclear war, the arms
race and the cold war. [ understeod, in an eight-year-old way, what these
things were and I didn’t like them. Different events would alse affect me and
I often cried because other people were sad or _ WHEN I WAS EIGHT

hurt or in trouble, but that was, [ was told, a

I UNDERSTOOD A HEAP

part of life and as I grew up [ would have to

deal with those things more and more. I didn’t OF STUFF — EIGHT-
really like that idea, but I kind of accepted it. YEAR- OLD STUFF...

In general, though, at eight I had it sussed. My

whole life was ahead of me and even though there were things I didn’t like

I would get used to them. I would go from primary school to high school,

then I"d be one of the big kids and everything would be alright. I had

somewhere to get to.

Then at eighteen [ knew it all. At the time I thought I knew more than I
did. Sure, [ understood the world from my point of view. I empathised with
people, disagreed with my parents on everything and didn’t want to go fight
in awar in the Middle East, but I still thought I knew the good shit from the
bad shit and that I could fix everything, as long as someone would give me a
go. I was finishing scheol and I'd learned heaps and [ was starting university,
where [ was going to learn heaps more. My wheole life was ahead of me, so
I'was told, and the choices I made would affect me for the rest of my life, so
I was told, and I only had one chance, so the choice I made had to be the right

one, so [ was teld. I had to take responsibility for my cheices and actions. I



wasn’t perturbed by that, in factI wanted to start taking responsibility for
myself and for the world around me. I was told I had to go to university, get
a good education, get a job and earn money. I had grown up, kind of, and
was heading towards the ‘somewhere” people told me about when I was
eight. My destination was in sight.
At twenty eight I knew most of what I knew before is bullshit and that
most of what [ know now is probably bullshit teo. (At thirty nothing’s
‘\ THEN AT changed.) Most of the things I was teld at eighteen

proved to be untrue. I honestly wish someone had

EIGHTEEN I KNEW said to me, “It’s ok if you don’t know what you
IT ALL... I THOUGHT want to do or where you want to go. Don’t be
I KNEW MORE THAN afraid to make wrong choices’. That would have

I DID...” taken so much pressure off. I hated university and
even though I tock very little formal skills from
my time there, I did learn one very impertant thing: I learned how to learn.
I'm learning more and more every day and as the title of this article suggests,
the more I learn the less I know. There are a couple of things I've found that
help me understand the world. One is that it’s not about getting anywhere,
or working towards something or being ‘somewhere’, it’s about space; and
the second is that nobody is going to just give any of us a go.

My understanding of space has mutated and changed and folded in on
itself over time. There are heaps of different types of space: personal,
physical, outer, inner, public, cultural, political, economic, bureaucratic and
creative (and probably lots more). The last six are the spaces that interest me
most. These spaces tend to be made up by structures and norms and rules
that help define the lanes we move along to get to the ‘somewhere” — also
defined by norms and rules — I was convinced I had to get to. At some point
I began questioning those spaces and started seeking a deeper understanding
of what they are, what they mean, how they interact with each other and
how they impact on me, my thoughts and my life; and I investigated how I
can affect them. It took me a while to understand that I have the right to
affect them and as a part of a community I have to right te claim parts of

them as my own, respecting others’ rights to do the same. But what if T don't



agree with the choices given te me? What if those choeices stifle, contract and
restrict my space? What do I do? Searching for these answers lead me to
create my own fluid, movable, ebbing and flowing ‘somewhere” that is
always around me.

The thing about these already existing spaces is that they create an
environment where everybedy is out for themselves, people look out for
number one, power-structures and flows are established and continually
reincarnated and reinforced and there is an idea that “if it “ain't broke don’t
fix it". Well, what if you think it is broke? Can you fix it? What if there is a
space over here called ‘employment’? Now what if I want to de ajob, but that
job isn’t allocated any space in ‘employment” because job’ is considered
unprofitable. It’s not unimportant. It may be considered very important by
the space called “cultural” for example, but ‘employment” doesn’t have time
for an unprofitable “‘job’”. What then? Many would argue ignore “job’, by

association ignoring “cultural’, and focus on ‘employment’. Others might

argue, ignore ‘employment” and focus AT TWENTY EIGHT 1

on ‘job” and ‘cultural’. Neither is a v

) . . KNOW MOST OF WHAT I
ong-term or sustainable solution.

Maybe ‘employment, ‘job' and KNEW BEFORE IS BULLSHIT
‘cultural’ have to be questioned and AND THAT MOST OF WHAT 1
understood in a greater depth with the KNOW NOW IS PROBABLY
idea to, in part, merge the three. Or BULLSHIT TOO...”

maybe a new space needs to be created
next to ‘employment” and ‘cultural” and ‘job’, where the newly defined jobl’
can hang out and its importance is recognised, understood and respected. By
creating our own spaces we can create mutually significant ‘somewheres’.
Understanding this is important to me because it has meant I've had to
reassess everything., It’s not about the destination anymore. All throughout
my teenage years and early twenties I was searching for that “somewhere’
that I was suppoesed to be heading towards. That “somewhere” is always
defined by the existing structures and spaces. I was very messed up by that

search because I'd get down on myself for not being in the right lane to get



me closer to the ‘somewhere’. Along my journey I had turned off without
quite knowing it and when I found out I was a bit lost, and without a map,
I became worried. [ didn’t understand where [ was going, or why, so I
became really cynical and cut off. Now [ realise that aleng the way I
abandoned the idea of getting ‘somewhere’. I acknowledge that T don’t know
everything I need to know — nobody does — and I let myself be confused.
Instead of locking for a ‘somewhere” up ahead, I'm focussing on sharing
skills, stories and knowledge; playing pranks; generating and supporting
community; creating confusion and establishing new spaces. It might not
seem like much, and I might not even make an impact, but I'm trying. This
book is part of my attempt to create space. It's part DIY, part activist, part
discussion and part theory.

I wanted to do a bock that fused information-sharing, stories, myths,
pranks and philosophies with the idea that anyone can and should create
space, or spaces, for themselves; everyone should question and try to
understand everything that is going on around them; and we all need to be
critical. Don’t settle for what is already there. Question everything. We all
need to take respensibility for our own communities and our own actions.
It's not a case of voting, for example, and thinking, “Well I'm glad that’s over
for ancther three years’. Because it’s not over. It’s never over. Constant
vigilance and maintaining some sort of control over our lives is important.
Political changes, economic trends, legislative decisions, none of these things
in our society are inevitable, as many politicians would have us believe —
there are always choices, there are always alternatives and most things in life
are open for negotiation.

Not all the fellowing articles are written by me, and I don’t necessarily
agree with everything that’s been published in this book, but I think it’s
important to publish a number of sides of an argument, let them collide and
watch where their fragments scatter, in the nooks and crannies and cracks, in
the spaces that don’t always get a leok in. It's up to you to look in those
nooks and vacuum out the fragments from under the bed, or down the back

of the stove, and to talk to and intercede with the new spaces created by



colliding arguments.

THAMNE S

Abix Tlike the cutof wourjd” to the peopls whe publiche 4 Hmwdo Mot
Trrible anid Influen e Pagple and Hower to Shop Wkinine aed Shart Lhsing,

Bix hug= to everpone who contributed articlss, art, time supportor
illustmbons to the book, Espe ey Tom Codl, Atthur Coarerand Ton Pored

Begamds to all the ageneies who uwngqueshoningly zent out their
information tome. ANT had to do was call o1 emadl people, introduce mzsalf
and explan I wes doing abook and the wwers mors than happer to zend me

stuff.
Abix thanksto Adaand Indy forbeing important parts of mye life!

LIAR

from Bufy The Vampire Slayer
‘Lie Ta Me’ [Seazon Twa)

Buffy: Mothing's ever simple anyrore, I'm constantly
trying to work it ok, Who tolove or hate, Whoto trust,
It's just, like, the more I know , the more confuzed I get,
Giles: I believe that's called growing up.

Buffy: I'dlike to stop then, okay?

Gilez: I know thefeeling.

Buffy: Does it ever get easy?

Giles: vou rmean life?

Buffy: veah, does it ever get eazy?

Giles: What doyvou want me to say?

Buffy: Lie to me.

Giles: Yes, It's terribly sirple. The good guy z are alw ays
stalw art and true, The bad quys are easzily distinguished by
their poirty hornzs or black hats and w e alw ayz defaat
thern and savethe day, Mo one ever dies... and evervone
lives happily ever after,

Buffu: Liar, €+






FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (FOI)

Freedom of Information laws exist in all states and territories in Australia
(The states and the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) each have their own
Fol legislation) and a Freedom of Information Act for Commonwealth
Government agencies also exists. The laws vary slightly in each state, but in
general they give people a “right of access” to documents of agencies and
official documents of ministers. The Act identifies certain types of documents
which are exempt. These are documents parliament believes should be kept
confidential to protect essential public interest or the private business affairs
of others. Exempt documents include internal working documents, those
invelving public safety or law enforcement, or ‘commercial in confidence’
decuments that are increasingly used as contracts between governments and
private companies that are contracted to run public authorities, such as
public transport, or to build public infrastructure, such as roads. Freedom of
Information laws give you the legal right to:

1. obtain information held by Commonwealth Ministers, Departments and
almost all statutory authorities (called ‘agencies’ under the Act)

2, see documents, no matter how old, containing personal information about
yourself

3. see non-exempt documents held by agencies (documents lodged on or
after December 1 1977, or earlier if you need them to understand another
document you already have. These include files, reports, computer
printouts, maps, plans, photographs, tape recordings, films or videotapes)
4. ask for information concerning you to be changed if it is incomplete, out
of date, incorrect or misleading

5. appeal against a decision not to grant access to a document.

Freedom of Information laws require Commonwealth Government
agencies to release information about:

1. agencies, their organisation, their functions and operations
2, rules and practices which are used in making decisions, the kinds of

dedcisions they make



How To...
Fale out the
parents:

“Clarmmy handsz iz a
good non-specific
syrnptorn, Fake a
stormach crarmp and
when vou're bart over
rmoaning and w ailing
lick your palmsz 'z a
bit childizh and stupid,
butthen zo iz high
schoal,

"Sorme people zay a
phoney fever iz a sure
thing, I dont think o,
Get anervous rmother
and vou could end up
in a doctor’s office,
That's worze than
school)

Ferris Busller
from Ferris Buallar's
Dap OF (1996)

J.amangememnts theyhav e for pobhic

mnrok emeantin their seork

%, the doonments they hold and hoss yon @mn
e them

To make & reque st for information ak the
relawant azency to speak with its Fol contaet
officer. They will eaplain the pmeess and possble
chamas. Thew are them to assist you in making
your request. Identify the document ou wish to
za and prezent yourrequest in writing. (Soma
age Neies ®quim & special form for this) Inelude
all nacesmry details shout the dosuma nts pou am
saeking (afik number, refemnee to & newrspaper
report aboutit or deserdbe the subject matterin
whih wou're interasted in). Giwe the agency an
Australisn addm sz itean sand the documantsta.
The azency will charge wou for the time it Rkes to
aece gz wour application and for the ime to find,
read and ecopy the documents consulation ime,
photocopring, supenried incpections, tape
transeription or computer output).

T hen the e nely mcenre £ pour mquest i must
tell you it has raceired wour reque st within 14
dages, daal with it ASAF talk to wou about any
difficulties it encounters whe n dealing with # and
give wou an estimate of fees and charges, if
applicsble, a5 fo0n s possbla. You do not haore to
pay fees if wou are mqueshing acess to parsonal
income maintenance documents (pensions,
uwnamplymentbane fit, dudent allowaneas). Gu
call ask feac to be wadred duwe to financial
hardship orbacawss the documents are of “public
interest’. The agency has © tell you about



whather it hasdecided to give you aecess o1 not within 30 days of Tece oring
wour request. (T an aganey has to consul with athisd party, it magy eate nd the
time to mfomm you of the chargesby another 30 dages)

Ifan mgencey dacide s not to give wou access to a document it mu =t identity
the documents withheld, supply written macons for the decision and adis
¥ou on your rights of appeal

If your reque =t for access is refused there are fourstages of appeal:
inte mal reviewr fwdll incuradditionzd fae), Adminichadire Appeals Trbunal
(AAT), the ombudsman, a court. THE &GEMNCY

You can appeal sgamst adecision to not lat you see B e T TREL
what you want when you want, remission of an

application fas; the dacigion to chamrae ou to see thae TOU ABOUT
information; the amount of the charge o1 fae ;& dacision WHETHER IT
that woul 1ot othe = see documents which you balieve HAS DECIDED
would unm aonably diselos pemonal information. T GIWVE Y 0L

R Ll e s e S e e L
WITHIN 30 DAYS

commercial atfairs of your firm; or decisions to g ora
wou aecess to documents about wour physical or
mental health through a qualified perszon and not OF RECEIVING

direetly to pou. YOUR REQUEST

Irternal e i where you ask the reney to reconsider its dec ison (as
long &< it waen't mads by the Minicter oz aney head) . You must do thism
wriing, within 30 dayes of being told of the dacigion. You must include the
aatrafee. Someone other than the person who made the first decision will
the n make & frach deecisdon. You willbe mformed of the newr de cidon within
30 dagesand written mazons if aces = i e fused.

ANT rewiews the AAT ic an independent body for miwbewmg the
adminictradive dacidons of agencies. You can appaal to the AAT if wour Fol
Taque st wes onginally decided by the Minister or apency head, if 1ou are
unhappy with an ints mal rewrie wdecidon, or if thers hachean an aganey
delsgr It dacides whether the decision made on ywour Fol mque st was cormet
or not. It & able, in cerkin circumstances, to change an agency's
dacigion. :&
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The Drowning of the Daddo Brothers
The Bedridden

Andrew and Lockie were feeding the ducks,

And drinking warm beer,

Down by the pier.

When Lockie fell in.

When Lockie fell in.

Andrew cried: ‘Lockie my brother unlucky, you’ve never
had luck quite this bad!”

But the reply there came nil. The dark surface of the water
was still.

Like any good brother he went: *0Oh bloody, bloody, bloody
hell!

Oh bloody, bloody, bloody hell!

Oh bloody hell!

Oh bloody hell!

Oh bloody hell!

Oh bloody hell!

Oh bloody hellV’

Lockie’s legs tangled by something down there.

Andrew reached in and grabbed hold of his hair.

And pulled as hard as he could. But it failed to do any
good.

He went: ‘That’s the last time that I'm coming down here,
Or at least next time I won’t drink so much beer’.

And he slipped and he fell in.

Oh I can still hear him yellin:
‘Oh bloody, bloody, bloody hell! X2
Oh bloody hell!’ X5
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My Country
Dorothea McKellar

The love of field and
coppice,

Of green and shaded
lanes,

Of ordered woods and
gardens

Is running in your
veins.,

Strong love of grey-
blue distance,

Brown streams and
soft, dim skies —

I know but cannot
share it,

My love is otherwise.

I love a sunburnt
country,

A land of sweeping
plains,

Of ragged mountain
ranges,

Of droughts and
flooding rains.

I love her far horizons,
I love her jewel-sea,
Her beauty and her
terror —

The wide brown land
for me!

I LOVE A SUNBURNT
COUNTRY...
Craig Garrett

In 1788 Sydney was invented. Etched out of
the harsh environment, the colonisers made some
important discoveries and invented some world-
changing products — but it wasn't all easy going.
In the beginning New South Wales (INSW)
struggled. A combination of infertile soil, poor
farming techniques, and a lack of fishing and
hunting skills meant it was totally dependent on
external supplies.

In October, 1789, the HMS Sirius was sent to
Cape Town. On her return, eight months later, the
situation was desperate. Even with new supplies
the colony only had three months rations.
Something had to be dene. The Sirius was taken
off active duty and a young inventor named Ben
Lexen was put in charge of re-fitting her with a
state-of-the-art keel. After many successful trials
the ‘fast keel” was fitted to both the colony’s navel
vessels: the Sirius and the Supply. Later known as
the “winged keel’, it would take another 195 years
before the true value of the design would be
realised — during the 1984 “America’s Cup’
challenge between Australia II and Liberty.
Boasting the fastest ships in the Royal Navy —
and with a steady supply of fresh food,
fashionable clothes and new tools — NSW
prospered.

Pubs were built on every corner; beer drinking

became the number one pastime; independent



music and dance prospered; the economy
boomed; new home loans and cart registrations
increased; full employment was reached; and
NSW possessed the largest number of brand
names, products and inventions in the world.
Amid all this, Carlton and United Breweries
(CUB) — based in the Port Phillip District suburb
of Abbotsford — was the colony’s amber light.
With icons such as Abbotsford Bitter, Carlton
Draught and NSW Bitter (later “Victoria Bitter”),
CUB was immediately successful; partly because
it sponsored the Port Phillip District-based NSW
Rules football competition (beer and sport
became synonymous) and partly because of
Vegemite.

Early on, CUB stored its used yeast in tanks,
but as the population grew — INSW diversified its
product lines into NSW, Van Diemen’s Land,
Western Australia and South Australia — and as
beer production expanded to meet demand, CUB
ran out of tanks; so it turned to Fred Walker and
Co. for help. Fred and his chief chemist, Cyril
Percy Callister, invented a black, spreadable
substance that Fred’s daughter Sheilah named
“Vegemite’. From then on CUB sold its yeast by-
product to Fred Walker and Co. who, in
partnership with JL. Kraft (a US cheese-maker)
marketed Vegemite and Kraft Cheese Singles to
the colonies. As one journalist said: “The colonies
are eating Vegemite sandwiches on the keg’s
back’. People demanded new products: Broken

Hill Proprietary steal, Commonwealth Sugar

1.3

The stark white ring-
barked forests,

All tragic to the moon,
The sapphire-misted
mountains,

The hot gold hush of
noon,

Green tangle of the
brushes

Where lithe lianas coil,
And orchids deck the
tree-tops,

And ferns the warm
dark soil.

Core of my heart, my
country!

Her pitiless blue sky,
When, sick at heart,
around us

We see the cattle die —
But then the grey
clouds gather,

And we can bless again
The drumming of an
army,

The steady soaking
rain.

Core of my heart, my
country!

Land of the rainbow
gold,
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For fload and fire and

farnine

She pavz uz back
threaefold

et the thirsty
paddocks,

Watch, after many
day =,

The filrmy veil of
greenness

That thickens az we
gaze.

An opal-hearted
courtry,

A owilful, lavish land —
Al wou w ho have not
loved her,

Tou will ok
understand —
Though earth holds
rmary splendours,
Wherever I may die,
Iknow towhat brown
country

My harming thoughts
will fly,

Eefinery sugar, the Gold Coast, egg-Loving
mam maks and mliahle workboots. Thong =just
didnt ecut i I took a small footeear
manufactumer from Hobatt Towm, Wan Ciemen’'s
Land. to £ill the oot nicha .

Tohn Blundstone and Son, established four
ya ars earliar, had almady recepred ade dzn avwaod
fmm the Indushhal Desizn Council of Wam
Diemen’s Iand, a VWan Diemen’s Iand Eiport
Avard, and had commenced manufacturing
waterpmof ijecton  moulded  foohemear
(zumbaoots). John Blundstone hooked inta the
inte rpre fre fmp-danee subeulure by moresting in
Tapdogs — a litth Imown troupe fom Meweasth.
Weating only BElundstone pmducts, Tapdogs —
writh their pe=onalbrand of worldng e lses tap-
dancing — became & colonkes-wide hit (and
EBlundstonezbecama the choiee of footwear). For
yaars tap-dane ing emoyed ‘numberone” dance
status, untilboot-zeooting shot to prominence just
aftar WA,

At the same time in Wietoria (Wictoria and
Juwsenzland were added o the FSW marks ting
mixin the mid-1800: and Wan Dieme n's Land wee
rebmnded Tasmania), something far different
vas happaning. The Felly Gang, the first punk
band, was agitating for a s parate Irich state.
Manzg ad by Mak olm Cormugated, who owmed a
shopealked Comugated (it z0ld Cormugated won),
and headed by singar Med “Roten” Fally and bass
plagrer Toe Vicious, The Eelly Gang penned the
zongs " Anawhym the Colmie s, "Cormugated Imn



Armour’ snd Pty Janlda fe”. Ewe n without radio plagy the y catapulted to
stamom. Despite the band s sueeeszand the constructionboom Maleolm's
business falterad. With new products eroding markst chare he neadaed
publiity He amanged forThe Felly Gang to ha adline aGlentovan punk: cic
dm=zed m Corrugated imn armour and wearing the new mnge of
Bhindstones; Do Blund stones. It was the Lt time the band plagad together
The plur wes pulled after ane short zet, Jos Wickhusz riolent on-<tag e antics
gotthem eapelled and the police were called . Comugated imn sufferd from
the bad publicity and fibmglas and schestoz wem the materik that tool: the
zoon-to-be -mwented LAusiralisn Federation mto the neat century.

Ausratiza®™ wes patented on January 1, 1901 S Fule s becama
Australian Bules; Foster o8 the national dnnk; cocket, the national sport;
Canbe s, the national capital feompletad in 1926); and “Auzsie, Ausca,
Busgae,., O Cd, Ci'% wes graffiied on walls acmss the country i
ca lebration. Cm the surfaee it was all good, but underneath the Fede radion
was on the brink of collapsing before it began. The dtuation was despemte.
In baclyam = parks and ovels acmes Aucralm®™ long grees wes taling oar.
Baclyam ericket was dbandoned, park footy was driven onto the sreats and
BB arazs were neglected . Some thing had to be done.

Loaim a woung inventor, thic time by the name of Menpm Vietor
Richamd<on, cama to the rezeue . TTzing acouples of paach tine and simpla tuno-
stmke bigic he mwvented the lawmmower— = thng the fladzling nation dowm
a path from whirhithas never devimted . Ewer anea, the smell of funo-ctm ke
has watte d across the nation e very Sadurday morning.

Tha lawmmowner united Audraliz®™ in weges the telagraph, fade mbon, the
telephone, mdio, fr, mtellite and the internet haore failed to. Mo matter whem
wou Be in Australin®™ the weelkend means puthing wodk, 2 hool, polities,
geonomics, religion, ete . on hold in order to push Victas, play cric ket, £ill
Hill's Hoicts with weching, opan ring-pulls, e at Wega mite , kick footys, drimk
baer, zeoff Tim Tams gz Edlkys sip Bundaberg rum. laugh with
Eoolaburras, flip-flop thongs, swim in Spaedos, glug from wine easks,
polishblackbozxes, wear Bonds and heatup BB,

L
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There wos o roih+ of time in
CahLerra when I Wol s WOr‘kihs
Fam"' time 1h o f’“!" I was also
Sishecj vp with Centrelink until I
COUIJ edhh eh003’1 h'whej '{'o live on
‘Fram 'H12 F“'!’J"L' My Ceh‘l'helt'hk
'case Mohkeﬁj, H:e molh dSSl'Shecl
o LdSiCdHy motke all H;e L:j
Jeci.fiohs f‘eaar‘c’ihj hny Ihncome
oind 3ehera15+ahJar¢| of /iuins,wa_s

the moct o!,.sc.enefy F:sseJ

mutoant *hat ‘Fr-equeh+ec| the
same Pub I worked ot




Onh o Fridoy or SaTurdey niah
]‘1E'. wau.l'lJ JES'I( so au+ a‘F ‘Z‘nh?f‘ﬂl
that #he” doormen uiuﬂH:'
ehded up chu:kinj him out. When
I he:!ch my r:tpjpﬂh'*mﬂh'l'i with
him ot Centrelink he vsed to
look ot me with confused
Jequ Vu €yes -::Uhcl ask Po I
khahf 3-_':!.1 ‘Fhﬂm jnrnnaw}m.ﬁg

;L{E ?' ,‘H’ I-.r,'licj'l 1 HauJJ PEH’
ho.. | -4

dont think

50 -. Hur--

dgff-'n.‘ﬁlj =
o ) B .

A Ry :
1 hn'c' +.‘1i$ hn‘hnh ‘Hm"" i‘}c he knew
that I knew, he might hold it

ﬂam'ns'l' mE-IFﬂhimHy hE’ !Iﬁt’ Leen
}oodrunk to Pemember andwad
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REVIEW PROCESS FOR CEMTRELIME

Appeal structure
Irterrml

Autho dsed Feie w Office o2 reviae v de cisions made by Centrelink: sAaff
e rarding pagmante. They are the first stepin the m ke wpmesss Thay won't
Tarievr adm mistrative decisions — the Sdminidtmbre Appeals Tobunal
(28T hamdles thiz just decisionssbout soeisl seeunity, aduesdion or tmining
payments. You can ask forameviewin pason, by phone orin writing and
the y ean take fmm e to tuebra wee s

Extetrn al
Social Semaity Apyeals Trikimal (550, T) — Talenimen the Socicl Samerity
Appeais Trben ol Dfomg atio » Haxdbook:

The F5AT is the fird eate mal kel of midew mgarding decisions made by
Contmlink about soeisl securnty. education or taining payments. It is
complete b indepe ndent of Centrelink and Common e alth departme nts and
abk to affitm . waryr or sot asides Centmlink dacidons.

WWhe cam apyeal?

FPoopk who think Centrelink has made an ineo meet decision relating to
thaeir pansion, bane fit. allowanes or student aesictanes. ote 1 the decigion
fird has to be internadly mvdewed by a Cente link suthorise d e we wofficer

(AR or delgads

Zosts

Appealsto the S5AT ame free . To help applicants get to the ir headng the
54T will pay raasonsb le traoral ex panzes and if nasded will supply an
inte rpreter. Itdoe 2 not pag for zolicitors or other pmiessionals, nor does #
Ty for the tmarel eosts of friend s or mEHwes accompanying the applicant.



How to appeal

Applications may be lodged any time after Centrelink’s internal review
decision is made, but it is best to do 50 as scon as possible after that decision
and certainly within 13 weeks. (This is so that if the SSAT finds in favour of
the applicant full arrears may be paid.) Applicants can arrange for an
advocate, employ a solicitor or represent themselves. Note: the SSAT can
dismiss an appeal if the applicant fails to contact it when asked, fails to make
an appointment for the hearing or fails to attend the hearing,.

The SSAT has its own application from which is available from Centrelink
offices, authorised review officers or from the SSAT itself. Appeals may be
ledged by:

post, fax or in person at any SSAT office or at any Centrelink office
phoning the SSA T on 1800 011-140 (freecall).
teletype machine from anywhere in Australia. Call 1800 060-116 (freecall).

After an appeal application is received an acknowledgement will be sent
to the applicant. Centrelink then has 28 days to provide the SSAT with a
written explanation of its decision. When that document is received a copy is
sent to the applicant along with any other relevant papers and an
appointment for a hearing is made. The applicant may also request access to
their Centrelink files under the Freedom of Information Act if they are not

satisfied that all relevant documents have been provided.

Advocates
Advoecates work within community legal and welfare centres and can
assist people prepare for an appeal. Each tribunal office has a list of these

agencies. Advocates are able to attend the hearing.

The hearing

The hearing is informal and its primary purpose is to hear what the
applicant has to say. Centrelink presents a written submission. The SSAT
members listen to the applicant, ask questions and clarify any unclear issues.

This means applicants do not have to express themselves in ‘legal language’.

19



20

Maote: the SSAT cannot
order Centrelink to
continue payrments
pending the outcorme
of an appeal. Enquiries
about continuing
payrnert pending the
appeal should be
rnade to the regional
rmanager of the
Centrelink office that
rnade the original
decision,

Hearing sare conducted in private, althouwghan
applicant canbring apariner, frend or mlakie for
support. You willbe given the opporunity to tell
the tribunal what 1w think is mportant and to
ask any questons if you are unsure of anything.
Do notbe afmid to sk queshions about smyz sepe et
of the hearing /appaal.

Thera ame wsually two or three inde pandant
F54T members at each hearing who hare
aiperhza  in  law  welare and  publie
administmtion (wsually Centrelink procedurm s
and prac tices). If the appeal £ a medical matter,
aithe 1 the lagal or the weliae memberis re placed
by adoetor.

If the applicant iz unablk to tarelorlimzina
remate area and will not or cannot trzorel to the
haaring , the heating canbe done by conferance
telphone . The S5AT al<o 1isits 2 howe numbar of
couniny centres.

After the hearing

The F5AT usually makes ite dacicon on the
dag7 of the heazing and the decicion, ineluding full
e azons, ic written wp and sentto the applicant
wiithin 14 dages. Whe e necessary the S54T may
adjoum a matter untl & lader dade. If thic happens
the applicant willbe informed in writing and
given the opportuniy © comment on amy
adwe r=e made Hial which come = to hand. The S34T
cannot make & dackkion contmry to the Lo



Further appeal rights

Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT).

If the applicant is not satisfied with the SSAT’s decision she or he has the
right to lodge an appeal with the AAT. This must be done within 28 days of
receiving the SSAT’s decision. The AAT has a national telephone number:
1300 366-700 (local call fee only) and there are offices in each capital city

except Darwin,

The Commonwealth Ombudsman

In some situations it will be more appropriate to complain to the
Ombudsman. If you are upset with the way you were treated by Centrelink,
as opposed to an actual decision Centrelink made, you can make a complaint
to the Commonwealth Ombudsman.

The Commonwealth Ombudsman is an independent person whe
investigates complaints about the actions and decisions of Commonwealth
government agencies to see if they are wrong, unjust, unlawful, discriminatory or
unfair; it seeks remedies for people affected by defective administration; and
it acts to improve public administration. It cannot force agencies to accept its
recommendations, however, most agencies carry out the recommendations
quickly and informally. You can make a complaint by telephone, fax or the

internet. National complaints line: 1300 362-072 (cost of a local call).

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HR EOC)
The HR EOC is a free judicial body with judges called Commissioners.
It takes complaints about discrimination because of sex, ethnic erigin,

disabilities and sexual preference.

Privacy Commission (Part of HR EOC)
This Act stops Commonwealth departments from giving personal
information to unauthorised people or companies. The Privacy Act has a

limited jurisdiction.

21
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hdemters of Parlimment

Whanereryouw complain o an MFthey haore to mvestzrate the complaint.
You'll probsh iy ik to & staffer who phonez the de partmentand sates the
pmblam.

Application Checklist:

1. Make zure you have azked for an internal review of
Centrelink’s decizion, This rmust occur before the SSAT can
look at the casze,

2. If vou think vour circumnstances have changed don't wait
for the appeal outcorme — lodge 2 new clairm with
Centrelink, Thiz can avoid hardship while w aiting for the
appeal to be finalizad.

3 Fyou have no incorme or arein hardship you may be
eligible for a continuation pavrment pending the outcore of
the appeal. vou may alzo be eligible for an irmediate
payrnent, If vou think thiz applies to youw

— contact Centrelink about possible payrment

— tell the S5AT of vour circurnstances w hen you

lodge vour appeal and ask for your appeal to

be dealt with urgertly.

4, Lodge an appeal with the SSAT in writing or by
telephone,

5. Tell the S5AT if vou nead an interprater,
Gather together any inforrmation, docurnents and/ or
evidence you think may be relevant,



FIGHTIMG CENMTRESTIME

Sovernments in the 1970z decidad Aushatia needed an underelass o f
uwnemployed dependent ona range of welfar organissdions for sunhwl. I
was poliieally impossible fo opanly miroduce this policy zo the y began a
campaign of wehimisstion: the new underlass would be called dole-
bludger=" and, under the guise of oring taepayersmoney, them would be
waore after weore of “welam cheat cmekdowns” It was impe mtire e rerpomne,
ineluding the underclass the mzelwe £ hhmed dole bludge = for awreryrthing
and that the general popultionbe e ved the new underclass were bad'.

Tha afficisl govre mme nt arrumaent iz thatby making unemplomd people
e ated 1y ap ply for work, fill out fom atter fom and continually do courss
atter coursa the s will gain slills samd selfesteem — and will eventually zat
wiozk, The reality is that the economy nee d< unem ployment o segr abowre 5%
to kaep labour costs low, and politicians need the wotes and money of
budne e s to sy in power. It impossbk forthe unemploed to getout of
the “wrelfare ¢ pele” because gowe mmentsimpose shuctures that ensura the
unemplyed are apermanent sockl feature.

Canitrestink doesnt e sict to help gat peoplk jobs; it exictc to mmiomws the
wnofficzl employment policyr and to rictimise the poor. It hires popchologists
dizguizad as ‘oecupational counze lors” to gat dirt on the unemployed, to
evaluake them and thenlabelthe them ‘mentally 11 # contmls paoplke = lores
writh the mark of & pen;and it ove narhelms the une mplojsed with pape nwod,
adminishation and b ureaweraey It is no wonder that the wnderelsss attaelks
Cantrestink on itz owm tud.

Bomb it with paperwork

Fuk number one for firhting Centmsink: dont waste wour ovm
rezouma £ Centmstink has free photocopiers, i machines (staff will tezach
wou to use the machines and wou can then you can send them ahwge fa:),
phone s and eomputers and lscer printing . TTza them.

23
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Phone (1800 numbers)

Most government departments have 1800 numbers they give to certain
customers. Save each freecall number you're given. Calling a 1800 number
might get a transfer to another area which deesn’t have freecall number or

might get you a transfer to an interstate section.

Postage (reply paid AAA23)

Centrestink has a Reply Paid number (Reply Paid AAA23) allowing you
to send letters without a stamp. Put it on the envelope, write ‘Centrelink” and
the address you are posting to under it, then add three vertical lines where
the stamp should be. Send a sample to a friend’s address to ensure it works.

You can alse send letters without stamps to government departments and

'CENTRESTINK HAS FREE FAX when they receive the letter they
MACHINES, PHOTOCO PIERS, pay the postage plus an Australia
COMPUTERS AND LASER

Post surcharge. Don’t put your

return address on the outside of the

PRINTING: PHONE AND package or you'll get the bill. As
POSTAGE (RE PLY PAID with the freecall numbers, save all
AAAZ 3) ! reply paid numbers you find.

When Centrestink requires
copies of application letters and dole diary make six copies of each and send
the parcel to six different Centrestink locations using their reply paid

number.

Dole diary and job applications

The dole diary doesn’t need to ruin your life. Make the bureaucrats suffer.
Make ten copies of your dole diary, job applications and resumes; crudely
wrap them up; write the reply paid number on them; and send copies to the
minister and chief executive officer in Canberra, the state director, your case
manager, your local office, your contact person, your Job Network provider
and a few country Centrestink offices. Request each addressee save

everything for future reference. Later make Freedom of Information requests



asking for copies of everything you sent. If they
don’t have them request a review. This will waste
their time, ensure your job seeking efforts are

verified and protect you in the future.

Reviews

The smallest failures of employees to answer
your questions should be reviewed by an
authorised review officer (ARO). If requesting a
review by phone ask for a receipt number; by post
ask for written acknowledgment; and if in person
ask them to put your request on the computer

while you wait.

Ask questions

It helps to learn the rules and regulations and
to learn how to question and argue before you
have trouble. Call the telephone service and ask
hard questions. When they can’t answer, ask to be
transferred to the policy section. Keep pushing for
answers. You can ask to discuss this
anonymously. Also, get a bureaucrat’s direct
number and, using a Centrestink phone, call the
ten numbers above and below. Again, ask
questions. (Write down their names for future
reference.) This will increase your knowledge of
the system, sc when you have to fight you'll be
ready.

Copy everything
Copy all documents. When you no longer
need them bundle them, use ‘Reply Paid AAA23

25

Handy hint:

When phoning
Centrestink the
employee opens your
file and answers
questions. You can ask
Centrestink employees
to make a record of
their response. You
can ask them to read
out what they have
written and provide an
electronic receipt
number. This number
can later be quoted to
identify what the
employee wrote. This
protects you from the
file note being lost,
deleted or changed.
The receipt number is
protection.



Handy hint:

Use Centrestink social
workers to your
advantage.

An ex-bank robber
told Centrestink he
wanted a payment
within fifteen minutes
or he’'d rob a bank and
blame them. They
checked his file and
discovered he was a
criminal with a bank
robbing history. They
told him to come back
in an hour. He
returned expecting
good news or the
police. It was the
former. For some
people a social worker
can get things going.

Centrelink” and send them to some obscure
country Centrestink office. This will trigger
numerous phone calls and faxes and waste their

time.

The frozen file

A frozen file means access to your file is
limited to one or two bureaucrats, so office and
telephone service employees can’t access your file
to fix things up. The complaints hotline will also
be frozen out too. This is bad news but here is
how to fight them.

Phone the ‘complaints hotline” (freecall) many
times each day. Phone the special “frozen file
number’ repeatedly. Phone the teleservice
number without saying vour file is frozen and
allow them to discover it themselves. Write
general complaints to politicians and bureaucrats
using an identical form letter for each. Phone fifty
numbers near the special frozen file number using
the Centrestink phone. You will be phening all the
employees around the office of your frozen file
employees. Go right through the review and
appeal processes (frozen files are an
administrative procedure). Send huge boring
faxes. Send Centrestink copies of everything they

send you.

Discovering names and addresses
Addresses can be obtained on CD Rom
telephone directeries where a name, a number or

an address identifies all their details. The Telstra



CIr iz rubbich, but Oz Cm Dick and other good ones am 0ld in softweare
shops

Elactoral racord s list 908 of a1l paople, yiwe their whols names and are
apublic document. You can read them at Australian Eketoral Commisdon
(AR offire s,

Them are owar forty public datzbase recoms. There are PreseCom and
similar searchesarailsh 1e from schoolsand b mries. &nd, of coursa, the
intemet.

Guerrilla training manuals

The books Geling Evm; Pom geds Sueed; 5 orewr Lindo Ofhers; A cod
Dadstaipe i Madsbpeing Tedmiques: and Fidk Ass, by Geome Hagpduke (&
Tevenge asper are widely aomilkble in lhraries and can be pumhacad on the
intarnat.

D} o Mo, Gt Evem by Alan Shal

E oDefemse Al Gaidedo Moxpkay Wras chivgby Drom Foreman and Eill
Hagmwrood o ffers mho tage inctrue ions againctlogzing, mining and road
builldng induste s,

Guerrilla tools

Cloare s sung s £ hate (to stop hadror anything gething into enielopa s
azmallblde (rut upholstery, serateh glas and paint, ope nbags); superghie;
paint ramaoirer; spray padnt; nadls: garlie juics (o squirt over carpet) : and
permane nt m arkers.

Ifrwougeteaushtdont justify wour aetions or confirm ordeny anything.
Tt walk aveyr. If the police omder you to sop then stop. you am taken in
for que stoming sk for & solicitor. Don't answer quastion s, Alwecbe polite,
The police are often happy to tale Fourname o seam you the first
tima.
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HOW TO DEAL WITH 108 NMETWORE MEMBERS

Written by an ex-job netw ork agency worker

1. Understand the difference between 'job maiching’

and 'intensive assistance’:

Cante ink neer eiplins this tojobsaekers. Job matching ic sim ply the
gatting and filling of wacaneios. Intensire acsctanes ic what used fobe called
“pase management’. Jobseeke = who am judzed by acomplicated formula in
Cantmlink’secomputer spstem) to be elizgh b am sant letters aclang them to
chooze aprefemnee for whom they want tobe miermed to. Hthey don't pick
zomaona (or if their prefe e nees haore no waeaneies within the next2 wae k=)
they'm sutomatically refemed to wmeone within ninety minute s traora 1

Thiz cho 1ld not be confuzed with the mquirement to egicter with ajob
network agene ¥ forjob matching purpose s —which everrone has to do
when the go on to Mewstart. It'zjust ac futilsa and annoying for the job
network member a< itis for you and be unde rstanding if your entrypisnt
wraleomed with opan and lowing arms — they'll probably gue == that pou e
only dong itbecawss Cantrelink wamnts wou o, Iz abit of & give avwsgy when
poplk come in to ragicter for work and respond when aded for theirTasume
that they e gotona at home!

2. Job matching is the job network contract that's

least well renunerated:

Basicallyemployerzlodze & waeane yand if sn unemplojmed per=on is
placed with it the agency getsafee from DEWE fonce the ywe e dfied 15
hours in the job) . The fee izonly dbout $300 which maans thatjob matching
iznot ey profithle — thejob ne teork szeneies that went bust i the first
round of contracts we m only doing job matching . Baczuza of thic, the paopl
doing job matching are the lowe st paid and most overwoded. This e xpluins
why zething ajob off the touweh sereensic 20 hard — you'llaften find &
race ptionist doubling &z ajob mateh person and ope mting b asically by
colketing msumezand forwaming them to emplojsers. The best wege to gata
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job through a job network member (if that’s what you want to do) is to be
nice to whoever’s dealing with the vacancy — keen but not demanding is the
balance that works. It also helps to get to know the agency staff (as long as
your're nice to them — of course). They're usually women and they get
treated like shit by a lot of male jobseekers who assume that they're dumb

receptionists. Being pushy and demanding is not the way.

3. Intensive assistance
The first thing to understand is that they are not part of Centrelink. This
is a good and a bad thing. It means they are not directly subject te

Centrelink’s management line. However, if they think you're not serious

‘THE BEST RULE OF THUMB  about looking for work then there’s a
IS ALWAYS TO APPEAL. big problem. They get paid by
YOU'VE NOTHING TO LOSE results — their organi.sation will get
AND YOU’LL BE SURPRISED thOLlS&I.'ldS of dollars if you get ar.ld
keep ajob and personally they will

AT HOW OFTEN YOU WIN...” usually be paid a bonus. They are
also working under the knowledge that if their organisation doesn’t do well
enough it may not get its contract renewed next time around and they’ll be

out of a job. Their caseload will be full of people who are probably
unemployable (typically about one-third will be over 50, and in the northern

or western suburbs a similar proportion won’t speak English — and that’s

not counting the ex-cons, drug addicts etc). Se if you're relatively young, fit

and speak English you'll be like an casis in the desert. Needless to say they

won't be pleased if they think you're not serious.

4. The basic rules

Answer all correspeondence and make sure you notify Centrelink of any
changes of address as soon as possible.

Job network members use the Centrelink mailhouse to send you letters
and they go to the same address as your fortnightly dole form. So no one will
believe you if you say you didn’t get a letter unless it's clear on the system

that you changed address at that time. Most importantly, attend the first



interview for intensive assistance. The job network organisation gets a fee for
signing you up. So they not only are expected by Centrelink to report if you
don’t show for this, they have a big financial imperative to recommend a
breach. In the end, if you never show up, the only way they can get you off
their caseload is for you te be breached three times and made inactive (cut off
benefits altogether).

Try and suss out your intensive assistant consultant/case manager’s
general attitude from the initial interview. There are as many different ways
to doing this job as there are personalities. Many consultants, like me, will
concentrate all their energies on the clients who want to find work. Because
frankly, that’s the way to get cutcomes. But many will give a hard time to
clients who they think are working black or just being plain unreasonable. If
it becomes apparent that your consultant is one of the latter then be careful
not to give them any excuse to think that you're bludging or bullshitting

them.

5. What can they do to you?

Job network members can’t breach clients. But they can notify Centrelink
‘of a possible breach’. The most common breach and the most likely to be
upheld is a failure to attend in interview (or at least ring up with a reascnable
excuse). That’s why I made answering correspendence the first rule.

The next most commeon breach would be for declining a job or not
attending ajob interview. These are a bit harder to make stick as they involve
a third party (it would usually be your word against and employer’s). They
also involve a more complicated procedure which not all job network people
are on top of. If you are breached for either of these it’s quite possible that not
every ‘i has been dotted or "t crossed. In that case a gung ho Centrelink staff
member might still apply the breach, hoping you won't bother or will be too
intimidated to appeal against it. The best rule of thumb is always to appeal.
You've nothing to lose and you'll be surprised at how often you win. Finally,
a Consultant may try to talk to you about your appearance (body piercings,
clething styles etc). While it’s perfectly legitimate for them to raise these

issues — they're certainly relevant to your ability to find work — they can’t

5.
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bmach you fornotgetting ahaireut or fornot mmowing & nose ring . Howe e
b soammre that if ou are actually offe md ajob predicated on doing this # magy
be adiffemnt story. Femember the infam ows Faston beat-up on A Ca et
A (1995) whe e the Paston kds knocked back jobs, alleg edlybe canse the
Paaton s would cut their hair or wear the uniforms, at & Cueensland mzort.
That ween'tbe achabk becauz the job was more than 20 minutes traore 1 from
hiz homa.

6. Can you get out of doing intensive assistance?

The answeris, ‘probably not’. | YES YOI CATT) You can mquest to e adt if
wou'm worling part-time for more than 15 howr= & wee k. Fawrconsulants
will mention thisbecawse if you'wre already got a part-time job you're
obrio usly agood chanes of conwerting to a fulltime job and beco ming an
outeome for them. The other most commen grounds foran exdt i= i you're
gotamedical asemption from Cantrelink for three months Howeirer, if pou
don'tthink #'s appropriats tobe i intensive assistzmee, for whate war 2 azon,
and simply rafuse to attend youllbe breached . Mor chould wou simply ring
up and argus the tozs. The job network prowdder cantexdt 3wou fmom their
caseload . A1 they ean do i= getwou fo sien an exdt form and forwerd that to
Cantmlink for processing . If them are grounds for exiting wou (with the
aare phion of part-time work) most c onsultan = will want wou to exd, =0 tum
up and explain the situation to them . It notin the i interests to haore peoplk
on theircaselosd who aren’t kean or who haore majorpmblems. Even though
it's not their deeigion — it's Centrelink’s —and there”sa limited number of
Taamns tojustity an exit. Butifit’s posshle to exdt o the w11 most likely trp.

Finally, if wou're genuinely looking for work then a good intensivae
assictanes prowider int abad thing to hae — at least, unlike Centralink,
you'® dealing with one per=onnot aburesueracy. And what'smore, they
pwhably hame a good ide s of what pouw'e wpagainst m lookng for work —
in faect probablybetter tham you do Az long as you're sairht with them,
mostwillbe mom memsed in helping you getajob than haesling wou dout

filling outthe right forms the Dght wegr.

i
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HOW TO GET OUT OF WORK FOR THE DOLE
(WFTD)
Dole Army website <www.dolearmy.org >

If you are under 25 and have been unemployed for six months you will
be required to take part in WFTD. If you are 25-34 years old on Newstart they
can make you do it after being on benefits for 12 months. Has the
government upheld its part of mutual obligation arrangement by providing
you with a real job epportunity? De they pay you a benefit above the poverty
line ($255 per week for a single person)? If the answer is “No!” (and let’s face
it, it is) then don’t take part in WFTD!

How to get out of WETD:

1. Study part-time (12 hours per fortnight), or about 2 subjects per fortnight
for most courses.

2. If vou enroll full-time and you are under 25 you will be on Youth
Allowance, 25 and older and you qualify for Austudy. Waming: Don't enroll
and leave. You will get busted and have to pay back a lot of money. If you're
going to enroll hang around and do a few classes.

What if you are net working or studying? Don't stress, you can still get

‘WE [TH E LIBERAL PARTY] out of it. You just need to use a little
DO NOT SUPPORT THE initiative! If you do some quick

FOR THE DOLE SCHEME’
JOHN HOWARD HERALD SUN

notice that the part-time work
component is measured in hours
you've worked, not money you have
1 7/2/96 . made. You could work a really shit
job that pays $3 per hour. If you do the 16 hours of part-time work needed to
avoid WFTD you'll earn 16 x $3 or $48 dollars for the fortnight. Because it is
under the $65 dollars allowed earnings you’ll be exempt from WFTD without
your payments being reduced.
But what sort of job pays $3 per hour? There are a few sweatshops around

that would pay about that, Nike might be able to help you out, but the Dole



Army wouldn'tdam recommend that shit. What wou need & an employer
who isgoing to pay a shit wage without really eapecting much of you in
te = of artuad work.

Become zal-am ployed! Them s nothing a capitalist gowe rmment lowe s
momr thananentrepeneur. Centrelink: lowe £ to meluds ‘reallife” axample £ of
young paople dealing withits e orices in its glossy propaganda It's funny
hoer a1l the pictures of paople in the bmehurasham fmeml pie wings. Mapbe
that's whyr they think no one”s em ploving them ... Who knowes? Who cates. ..
Anyway hare are come Dole Army style sranarios you won't find in the
Centralink propaganda

"WOREK FOR THE DOLE AMD
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Nell waegetting some  [MUTLUAL OB LIGATION MUST BE

pissy amount per SEEM FOR WHAT IT IS AND
fortuight on Newstart ke cmp \alAT TS NOT, WORK

bewWFIDwas oM -0 T DOLE 1S NOT & 108

up and itwoul be &

complets waste of hiz ime
so T deeilid Ao basamaa For FAE DGLEIS AP E

prfessonal musiiam C05T CUTTING PROGREAM,
instead. WORK FOR THE DOLE DOES

CREATION PROGRAM, WORK

Hewentdowm tothe  PNOT HELP THE LUINEMPLOYED

local counedl officesand  F1p 0 WOIRK

Ll Sl DA ID KEMP MINISTER FOR

Bacause he weeon the
dale he couldn’t readhy

EDUCATION. MEET THE PRESS

CHAMMEL 9

afford to pagr for mwsic

legzons hence his music was readly chit. He busked for a total of 16
hours par fortnight and only made $35 dollkes. (Winus the cost of
hiz bugking permit, ITeil actually made & loss on his orizinal Aart-
up costs) Meil wes 20 e nthused and lowed buddng zo much he
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dacided to do itawery fortnight. Being an hone s ham wodang
eapitalist entrapeneur he alvsgs declam d hiz $85 dollar e arnings to
Centmlink. When WFTD came around he wes esempt!

Tama i< IF and gets an ewen pissier amount on Youth Alowanes than
IMeil does with his Hewstart. She decided to make herbal oap. S50
she wrant to the local market to =1l . Bacauss herbe nefit 1= 33%

ba lowr the officiad poverty line che can't afford to buy nies oilsand
harbz to put in the soap. 50, like e, her ventum isn't too
suceazstul Lotsof peopls faltabit soroy for poor old Jane and she
managed to sall & fa whars. Subtmeting the eosts meurmd i the
pmduction of the pmduct she only made around $13 for her 16
hours of work par fortmight that che subzequently declamd ta
Cantmlink.

Cantmlink had to relyon the hone stlyof e il and Jane asfar a= hours and
deckhmbion of meomes wes conee mad. It wes hard for Cantelink: to prows that
Tane amd Me il were actusdly earmymg out the i little eapitalist entre prene urml
mantue s Meil playing hiz guitar in Fundls Mall or Tane zelling hear soaps at
the Channon matke t. Mei and Jane were meop honest when te ling Centralink:
about the hours they worked becausze they felt they wer ‘mutually
oblizgated” to do 2o, And kt'sbe eal for asecond — it was only fair right?
e ing that the gowemment had been 20 open and honest with them.

Tane and Meil kmawr that WEFT D was coming wp. e ilbeing ower 25, had
12 monthzof being onthe dole befom he wes dus, butTane being under 25
and on Youth Albwanes only had iz monthson the dole befors che was
raquired to do WEFTLD:. 50 the v sdarted their ventumswal in adwanes . tu
onlynead to elaim money foreight out ofthe 13 fotnights leading up to
WEFTD. 5o if pou to wemt to start pour owm bizand getoutof WFID,

do it now! +



Diear Johe (this & & Dear John' letigr).

Racis pollstess! Ragis pollaees!

Thal™s the ressction that prected me white | was Iravellisg oversee grlier this year, Eviry lime semeons askid me
whee | was firom, after arswering 'Ausindia’, people would repond wish, 'Ahbh, recst pellulers” Yoo and voor
govesmenen e inled and sullied the reputation of all Assimbis clinms,

You are a disgrace.

Australia has a poor image and seputavion oversess. Wie e nof nespecied. Your govemment s DRZoig GO
reganliog the Kyoto piosocn| an: sickenimg, the way youwr goverament = dealing (or nol dealing) with Resonciliation is
nighing short of igeorant and your actions. recently mgarding the refugees on the Tampa is dissorousnble. How &ve
o sk East Timor o mke the refagees! Eaxn Timor only guined ndependence ks year — remember? How dare you
mk Mew Fealand 10 ke the refigees! There are oaly sirez million people living in New fealand — shoul the sanie
propubition a8 Melhoime! How dae you wanipor the refiipaes o Ma! The smallisg mation is the world, it has a
popubsiion of about | 2000 { Wagga Wagea has over 56, 000). There are subars in Australia thai beve mone people
livisg im themn than Mawera! It doesa’t even have [is owa cumency — & uses Ausiralia’s!

You disgest me

What I8 your probless? When i the fisation with no leming the refupees st fool on Acstralion soil? Where do vou
et ofltalking about soversigaty™ Wi have a forvign head of state. A head of stake you support. We are sol a sovereign
nation, vee aro shill a colony. Y ow saw i that.

You have no bonour in your seal. How msecure ane you?

And eellieg she Australion people thar Jakans hada't retamad your phone calls is abin e & child ieing his eacher
his dog ate his homework. D vou really think the Austraban peaple would beliere you?

Yitu are & liar.

Yo orw 2 selfishnesa, small minded and self-inferesied man. Your histast racism is nof somefhing to be prood of.
The el with Nauru and New fealand yvou described as a “real breakihromgh® i nothing more than a representation of
yiour selilsh pmimde. You heve fnoved the digniny and emanicy of de refugess, ¥ou have dehamanised them by
wnering the seal wae, people, and by malking bl nen-persomal, mon-tumoas ivsee, sech as mveragety,
surveillance, Auwsealian Seil, Indosesia, and of cowrs: mosey.

Yow are repulisive.

Australia is the oaly developed coamry i the world 1o lock up. put in prison, detain those whe spply for reflge.
Yiour povemment regularly wkes in e people thas it can. Aceonding 10 a reporm in The Guardbos, 10 places from
the niscilestent prograe wers kil infiled |as1 vear, We do not receive a3 many applications from relugas comparal
1o ciher natioms, yvt we have the most dracorsm immigration laws in the developed world. Refagees ane not enticled 10
benefits, are gramied only theee-year temparery viss, they have no righes to Erglish chsses and e wnabie o bring
ovir families ey lelt hehind, Basically, svam il they ane accepied into Australin, afer being amesbed and lockod up,
thiey are st mp 8 Fail becise your government won 't give them permanent residency, which Bmits @ access in ife
skills and hasic economic support.
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Wer Cralg Garrett & Mowember 2001
PO Bow, 1297
NORTH FITZROY VIC W6R

P g Mei3TER
CangLhns

Deear My Cizerrem

Thank you foa yome recent correepondence regaedmg the Govermmes's aporosch 1
sauthorised boat arivals, | spodopise for the delay m respondesg.

The Gervernment has acted decisively bt compassionately to protect Australia’s termitoniad
moeprity and combet pecpile smupgimg and illegal people movemens in the tegion. While
the: Governmen) remadss commitied bo meeting cer mtermational md humasiarian
oblagaticms, we will also maintin our sovereign right to prosect cur borders msd 10 decide
who will enter our couniry,

O 17 Septembes 2000 the Full Bench of the Federal Court of Australia confirmad that the
Australian Government acted within its powers m takimg the action it did m relation 1o the
peuple rescued by the MV Tompa,

Whilks these who had been rescued were on boand the MV Tanpa, the Govemment ensured
that they were property cared for. thromgh the provision of appeopriste food, shelter, medical
assedance and other supplies. The Tampa rescoes have now safely reached their

diextmatsom in Nasnu cr New Zealand and their claims for refliges ststus aro being assemed.

Australia has a proud hussnicriss record and the Governmeni remams commmitied 1o
mecting Australia’s bumesitwian cbligations. B will ensure that svlum sockers have an
opporiuniry 1o have any cleims they may have to refuger status determined, and that they
miw nod returmed o @ place of dasper,

Thask you for writisg om this smportant ssue.
Yours sincerely




“vour Racist Friend’
They Might Be Giants, from the alburm Alee .

Thiz iz w herethe party endsz I can™ stand here listening to
vou and your racist friend,

I know politics bore vou, but I feel like a2 hypocrite talking
to you and your racist friend,

It was the loveliest party that I've ever attended, If
anything w as broken I'm sure it could be mended, My head
iz tired from bobbing and pretending Listen to sorme bullet
head and the madnesz that he's zaving

Thiz iswherethe party endsz I can™ stand here listening to
vou and vour racist friend,

Ot from the kitchen, to the bedroorn, to the hallw ay, vour
friend apologizes, he could zee it rmy way, He letthe
cortents of the bottle do the thinking, Can't shake the
devil’s hand and zay vou'te only kidding,

=9
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AUSTRALIA'S ELECTORAL SYSTEM

Australian Electoral Commnizsion, AEC<www, aec, gow, au>

Yolng
Ttiseompulsory o enmllto wote when powame 12, Auchalcz icone of only
a fawr nations in the world where legiclation prowides for asystem of

compulsorny wobing.

Elections

A fedemml election iz held at least once ewery three wears because the
Conshtution limits the term of offiees for member of the House of
Fapmsentatives to three mears.

Senators are alected for & term of i years. but half-Sanate alec tions am
wsually held at the same time asthe Howse of Bepm santatires.

A'double dizsolubion” elaction results i both ho wees of Padiament (the
Sanate and the Houwss of Bepme sentatores) e ing diszolred

If a mamberof the Hous of Bepresenttimsdie s or mdgnsaby-e betion
izhe W for that division.

If & zanador dies or re signs the siate parliament of the state where the
TRCANE ¥ o cUTE must chooss & person from the same political party asthe
pRiows sanador.

House of Representatives (the Housea)
1. Thiee year temms.
2. 50 memhers, eleoted from single-member di Eiore .
3. Pollprefersntial voting system.

Senate
1. i year terms . FR1f retite every three ym s, Termbo oy senaio s hav e thoee -
yEar terms.
2. Thmembers( 12 from each state and teeo from =ach tertory), electad from
mult-member o titoe noies.

3. Froportonalrepresentation — sing ke tansfemble 7o and aboe e the line
noting.

41
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Funding to political parties

At the last federal election, funding of approximately $1.69 per House
and Senate vote was granted to candidates and Senate groups who received
at least 4% of the formal first list preference vote. This level of funding is
indexed to the consumer price index (CPI). Disclosure of certain financial
details is required by candidates, registered pelitical parties and other groups
in returns filed with the AEC.

Voting systems (federal)
Single member system (used in the House of Representatives)

Under this system electorates are based on population and the people
enrolled in one electerate elect one member to represent them in the House
of Representatives. Voters are required to indicate an order of preference for
candidates on the ballot paper. In Australia “full preferential” voting is used.
This means voters must show a preference for all candidates listed on the
ballot paper. Under this system the candidate who wins majority support of

an electorate is elected.

Proportional representation (used in the Senate)

Under proportional representation parties, groups and independent
candidates are elected to the Parliament in proportion to their support in the
electorate. All Australian proportional representation systems are “single
transferable vote’. This means that each elector’s vote can be transferred

between candidates in the order of the elector’s preferences.

How votes are counted
In proportional representation candidates have a quota of votes they need
to reach before they are elected. Two things can happen:
1. when candidates receive exactly the quota of votes they need they are
elected and their ballot papers are put aside
2. when candidates receive more than the quota they need, they are elected
and the surplus votes are passed on to continuing candidates according to

the voter's preference.



Following the distribution of each surplus any candidate who has
reached the quota is elected and any resulting surplus passed on again.

Once all surplus votes have been distributed the candidate with the
fewest votes is excluded and all of his or her votes are passed on to the
continuing candidates (also according to the voter’s preference). The process
of distributing surplus votes and excluding the candidate with the fewest
votes continues until the required number of candidates is elected.

The Senate uses all the ballot papers the elected candidate has received to
transfer the surplus. This means that the transfer value is calculated as
follows: number of surplus votes divided by the number of ballot papers
received.

For example: if 1000 ballot papers are used to transfer a surplus of 500
votes, each paper is now worth half of one vote (50%).

This occurs for each redistribution of surplus votes. While each ballot
paper is worth a single vote; under the “single transferable vote’ system a

fraction of each vote can be used to elect one candidate and the remaining

... IF 1000 BALLOT PAPERS
ARE USED TO TRANSFER A

fraction can be distributed to,
other candidates as part of the

surplus. So not all votes cast in

43

proportional representation are SURPLUS OF 500 VOTES, EACH
worth ‘one vote'. PAPER IS NOW WORTH HALF OF

Even though it is confusing, ONE VOTE (500/0) K

generally the composition of a

house of Parliament where members are elected using proportional
representation (the Senate) usually better reflects the propoertions of votes
received by candidates on a state-wide basis than houses where members are

elected to single seat electorates (the House of Representatives).
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Constitutional referenduns
For a referendum to produce constitutional change thers mustbe a
double maority:
2 majrity of 7 oters in Anstala
2 majority of 7 oters in 2 majorityofst s most agres to the clange=
Before s eferendum canbe held a Bill musthe pasad by both howszes, or
paszed twrice in either the Houwze of Beprezentatives orthe Senate. The
Tafemndum ean be held no zooner than two monthsand no 1ater than =i

monthz after the Bill i< paszad.
Since Federation thare hare been 42 constitutio nal refamnda, but only

gighthare been appmaed.
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WHY I VOTE
Rivkah

(This piece was written two years ago, two weeks befare the 2001
Federal election. The Liberals got back in. When I wrote it I really
believed there was a chance that they would not. I don't know that the
outcome has changed the way I think, exactly, but it certainly changed
the way I feel. This piece was written when I had more faith).

I don’t vote just because [ want to play devil’s advocate to the vote-
refusers (who, me?), and nor is that why I'm writing this. I'm writing this
because I believe that change must be made by any means necessary, by

every means which present themselves, and no matter how flawed and

minor  this opportunity to\, | BE|TEVE THAT CHANGE
participate in change is, I can’t MUST BE MADE BY ANY MEANS
walk away from it when it’s
shoved in mv £ NECESSARY, BY EVERY MEANS
v face. The older I

get the more I realise that no WHICH PRESENT THEMSELVES,
single action of mine is going to AND NO MATTER HOW FLAWED
transform the world, not casting AND MINOR THIS
avote, nor chaining myselto 8 b b RTYNITY TO PARTICIPATE
bulldozer or warhead or

, : IN CHANGE IS, I CAN'T WALK
mountain grey gum in East
Gippsland.  Every  action, AWAY FROM IT WHEN IT'S
relatively of course, has some SHOVED IN MY FACE.”

significance. I used to disparage ‘change from within’; now it still frustrates
the hell out of me, but I am beginning to see that “within” is not the monelith
[ used to think it was, but a huge and multifaceted arena with the scope to be
shaped, undermined, subverted and re-formed; from within, from without,

from above and below and sideways too.

What passes for our “democratically elected government’, whether I like
it or not, wields enormous power in this society, subtle and major controls

over all of our lives; the power, in many and increasingly frighteningly
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obvious ways, over life and death. I don’t like it any more than you do. But
itis the reality and will remain so until the majority of this country decides
not to make it so, which I can’t see happening in the near future any more
thanI can see the lights of the secialists” utopia shining on the horizon. I am
an activist but I'm alsc a pragmatist. Ignoring this system does not mean it's
going to go away. Refusing to vote to me is tantamount to taking vour bat
and ball and going home because the game’s not fair. It doesn’t change the
game, and all it means is that the other team wins unopposed.

There is a saying which I think I'm about to misquote: “All it takes for evil
to flourish is for goed people to do nothing”. I realise that not voting is not
“doing nothing’, But — and this is largely why I vote — if I don’t vote, and
if all the good people don’t vote, the voices of those who do vote resonate far
louder, and I'm scared of what they're saying. At this time in particular, when
the difference between the two major parties is shrinking faster than the
measure of their compassion, I feel that a vote for a minor party (and I'm not
naming any names, I den’t owe allegiance to any of them) may for once be
more significant than just a protest vote. And I wouldn’t run for Parliament

myself but I take my metaphorical hat off to those who do, with the stomach

‘... IFI DONTVOTE, AND to play the game of continual
IF ALL THE GOOD PEOPLE compromise, with the patience to try

DON'T VOTE, THE VOICES
OF THOSE WHO DO VOTE

and force the grinding machinery of
government to give an inch, and the

conviction in their ends to justify the

RESONATE FAR LOUDER, painful means. 1 vote because
AND I'M SCARED OF WHAT sometimes it's useful to have people to
THEY'RE SAYING. lebby, to table cur petitions, to present

my point of view in an arena in which it
would be ignored if it came out of my mouth. [ vote because I can’t say that
the Northern Territory isn‘t better off with a Labor Government with
Freedom of Information legislation and without mandatory sentencing. I
vote because, I admit, I like Bob Brown and Id like to see him stay where he

is. I vote because I'm too much of an egotist to pass up even the most minor



opportunity to have my sap. And Twote & Ltk bit
in part bacausza, howewer flaperad and tokenishe I
Tealize they are, I can participate in the fme and
faireloctione’ the Eact Timomse, among others,
hanre fought o hard for and it seems churlish of
me to dizdadn that — i =, rig ht.

Twote but Idon't hold too much stock i it. I
vote and I also agidate, cogitade, facilitats,
ma ditate, medite, axtrapolate lorer-
aiarrate ). Iblkad and Twote. I smach the stade
andI ok .Idont dhoot. and Twote. Twote, butI'm
not going to write the Sowrermment alattarand
tell them wihys.

LY

= e

"o Ido have a test
today, that wasn't
bullzhit, It's on
European Socializrm.
Irmean really, what's
the poirt? I'm not
European. I don't plan
on being European, so
who gives a crap if
they're zocializts,
They could be fazcist
anarchists, it still
doeznt change the
factthat I dont own a

.

car

Ferriz Bueller from
Farriz Buallay’'s Day
OF [1986)



Jeson hclLeod
17 Harrison 52,

Viciora 37,

Bty Brown,
ﬂﬁ'mmm

Doivindon of Wills,
A Hisrmes %1,
hloones Pomd,
Wichora MG,

Oclober 4, 2001
1ear N3 Deowr,

Thank-yeou for your leter dated October 2, 200 |, Rasuer thaa reiterase some of =y many philosoplical and
fmiths baed ponse iensioos ahisdioe. & repreentative demoomcy end voling in e and federal skictions,
pleasa refier b0 my orginsl lener deted Auguil 18, 2000

Thiz ondy thing that bas really changed mnce | last wivle is that we now find curelves in the midst of global
peeparations for war. As vou would be peare. the Avaralian Goverament, withous wery dehase i
puar|imess, ks thrown it sapport behind the war oo semoris. Ad o miny kave shearved, thers can be eo
W o) BETTOFEMT, W & DerTOriim,

Thie los of lide and suffenng (el by the atischs on the peatagon and the Pein tewen of ihe warld rade
centre: the wons of mil tarism and capétalism, is & great magedy. | firmby beliews ta this terroria stack (5
& resish off e vialence snd suffering wrooght by U S foreign policy, the purposs of which is to protect 1.5
inberess wom by £ pronabion i wevered by viobenor oo the dree of violence, My ipects of the
Ausirulisn povernment 1 foreipn policy, far example, the ¥ b support the bervsorial integry of
Indonesia wnd consequently Indonesss’s mmind forces, and domeseic policy, paroularty |n relatienship 1o 2
:Mwmﬁ-ﬂmtﬂiﬂﬂﬂmm#ﬂw Oppression und
the inability of crdinary pecaple (o be able to meet their needs, in ters precipitstes grugpies for Ideration,
many of which ese viclence. This vislence iesults in repression Bom the state whick oaly fuels further
Courfer-violends, compoundang ihe Crcle af violenoe

Im lighe of this, plesss sheo undertand my refuid io esroll b vote s s emall snd praverful reflesal &
sanction mate sponscred termor cppression clused by govemment policies id repremion oo dhe sialn
gainst poople whe rae op in protest or who fee oppression eisewhere. |n these dirk times | find ey faith
in nomwcienl 610N & § W 10 dreggle for justee sffmed,

Conieqguenily, | wink te confirm that | will nol be ssrclling 1 vote. Insiesd of placing my Mt i e siate
and represeatstive democrscy | will comtinue io redirect my ey 5 hunin-scal siruciures, policies md
processes that sUppon pesce, soclal jenee aad ecological sustamebdity. |n relation io the sruggle for

demaczacy | will contirne: & 5UpPRON SEmpalns fof partsCipalony democracy and commmunity soeTsIgnTy.

¥ours Siscerely

avn Ml v



DEFAMATION

Overview
The Australian Constitution does not expressly protect freedom of
speech. In 1992 the High Court of Australia held that a right to freedom of
expression, in so far as public and political discussion were concerned, was
implied in the Constitution. This right was thought to be an essential
requirement of democratic and representative government and thus implied
into the Australian Constitution, which had established such a system of
government. Subsequent cases have made determinations on the scope of
this implied freedom. It has been found to extend to the publication of
material:
1. discussing government and political matters generally
2, relating to the performance of individuals of their duties as members of
the Parliament
3. discussing the performance, conduct and fitness for office of members of
the Commonwealth and state legislatures.
The right does not extend to more generally to a right to freedom of

expression where political issues are not invelved.

Australian defamation law
Basically defamation law is an attempt to balance the private right to
protect one’s reputation with the public right to free speech. It allows people
to sue those who say or publish false and malicious comments. There are two
types of defamation:
1. Oral (called slander). Comments or stories told at a meeting or party.
2. Published (called libel). Anewspaper article or television broadcast.
Pictures as well as words can be libellous.
Anything that injures a person’s reputation; their family; their
professional standing; or if other people are likely te be induced to shun,

avoid, ridicule or despise them can be defamatory:

49
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1. You tell vour friends that the boss is unfair. That's slander of the boss.
2. You write a letter to the newspaper saying a politician is corrupt. That’s
libel of the politician even if it's not published.
3. You say on television that a building was badly designed. That’s libel due
to the imputation that the architect is professionally incompetent, even if
yvou didn’t mention any names.
4. You sell a book that contains defamatory material. That's spreading of a
defamation.
The fact is nearly everyone makes defamatory statements almost every
day. Only rarely does someone use the law of defamation against such

statements.

What constitutes defamation?

No two states in Australia share the same defamation laws — but they
can be grouped. QLD and Tasmania have complete codification. WAhas a
code with limited application to civil actions. Victoria, SA, the ACT and the
NT all apply common law with similar small statutory modifications.
Common law is applied with more significant statutory modifications in
NSW.

Whether a statement is defamatory involves determining what the
statement means or ‘imputes’, and then assessing whether that meaning or
imputation satisfies the definition of defamation. What the defendant
intended to convey is generally irrelevant; rather, most courts will apply the
meaning that the ‘ordinary’, ‘reasonable’ person would draw from the

material.

Liability

Any person who intentionally or negligently takes part in or authorises
the publication of defamatory material can be sued for defamation. In the
case of a newspaper the editor, writer, publisher, printer and proprietor are
all potentially liable. ‘Innccent” distributors are not liable, but distributors are

not considered innocent if they knew or should have known that a document



51

contained defamatory material. Knowledge may be inferred if the allegedly
defamatory material appeared in a publication with a reputation for
publishing such material.

An action for defamation may be initiated anywhere the allegedly

defamatory material was published. Publication is said to occur in each place
where the material is read, seen or ‘THE [IMPLIED] RIGHT [TO
heard by a person other than the person FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
more than one state or territory, the IN AUSTRALIA] DOES NOT
plaintiff may sue in the jurisdiction EXTEND TO MORE

which offers the best advantages. GENERALLY TO A RIGHT TO
National publications must constantly FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
try not to run afoul of any of the eight WHERE POLITICAL ISSUES
ARE NOT INVOLVED.’

defamed. If a publication is read in

different defamation laws operating in

Australia.

Defenses to defamation

Australian jurisdictions recognise a number of defenses. The elements of
the defenses and their availability vary between jurisdictions. The principal
defenses include:

L justification

2. fair comment

3. absolute privilege

4. qualified privilege

5. unintentional defamation
6. triviality (satire)

7. apology.

The defence of “justification” is satisfied in half of the jurisdictions (SA,
Victoria, WAand the NT) by proving the truth of the defamatory imputation.
In the other jurisdictions (Queensland, Tasmania and the ACT) the defendant
must also demonstrate that the defamatory imputation was published for the

‘public benefit” and in NSW that it relates to a matter of “public interest’.
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The defence of fair comment is available at common law in SA, Victoria
and the ACT. The law has been partially cedified in NSW, and is fully
codified in Queensland, Tasmania and WA — although in WA there is
authority that the common law defence also continues to be available. All
jurisdictions require that the comment must be:

1. fair (a person could honestly hold that opinion)

2, concerning a matter of public interest (the private life of a public official is
3. not a matter of public interest unless it is material to his or her fitness for
office)

4, based on facts which are:
- stated or indicated in the material

- true or absolutely privileged.

That information shown to be false was published in the public interest
is a defence in several jurisdictions. However, publishers must be able to
establish that they acted reasonably in believing the information to be true.
To do so, they may need to disclose a confidential source. Since few
publishers are willing to do so it becomes exceedingly difficult to establish

this defence.

Public figures

Neither in common law nor any of the codes are politicians or other
public officials required to sustain a greater burden of proof concerning
criticisms of their public functions than are private individuals. In practice
most defamation actions are brought by public figures (in large because of
the high costs of litigation) and most concern statements regarding public
affairs. To some extent, the defence of fair comment pretects newspapers
against claims from public figures; nonetheless, public figures win a
significant number of cases and this undeniably must have some chilling
impact on papers, especially the smaller regional ones which cannot so easily
afford to defend, let alone lose, a libel suit.

The high cost of civil litigation is an important issue. Legal aid is not
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HOW TO AVOID/FIGHT DEFAMATION

The law of defamation is supposed to protect people’s reputations from
unfair attack. In practice its main effect is to hinder free speech and protect

powerful people from scrutiny.

Defenses
When threatened with a defamation suit most pecple focus on whether
or not something is “defamatory’. But there is a more useful way to look at it.
The important question is whether you have the right to say what you said.
If you do, you may have a legal defence. There are three main types of
defence:
1. what you said was true
2. you had a duty to provide information (it was in the public interest)
3. you were expressing an opinion.
4. there is an extra defence if you are a parliamentarian and speak under
parliamentary privilege, in which case your speech is protected by ‘absolute
privilege’, which is a complete defence inlaw. The same defence applies to

anything you say in court.

What can happen

There are numerous threats of defamation. Most of them are just bluffs.
Even so, often a threat is enough to deter someone from speaking out, or
enough to make them publish a retraction.

The first step in a defamation action is to begin ‘proceedings for
defamation’. Statements of claim, writs or summons shouldn’t be ignored. If
you receive one seek legal advice.

The defamation case can go to court, with a hearing before a judge or jury.
However, the majority of cases are abandoned or settled with only a small

fraction of cases going to court.



The problems

There are several fundamental flaws in the
legal system (cost, selective application,
complexity). The result is that defamation law
doesn’t do much to protect most people, but it

does operate to inhibit free speech.

Cost

If you are sued for defamation you could end
up paying tens of thousands of dollars in legal
fees — even if you win. If you lose, you could face
a massive payout on top of the fees. The large
costs mean that if you den’t have much moeney,
yvou don't have much chance against a rich
opponent — whether you are suing them or they
are suing you. Cases can go on for years.
Judgements can be appealed. The costs become
enormous. The result is that defamation law is
often used by the rich and powerful to deter
criticisms. It is seldom helpful to ordinary people

whose reputations are attacked unfairly.

Unpredictability

People say and write defamatory things all the
time, but only a very few are threatened with
libels

unchallenged while comparatively innocucus

defamation. Sometimes gross pass
comments lead to major court actions. This
unpredictability is a tremendous inhibition of free
speech. Writers worried about defamation cut out

anything that might offend. Publishers knowing
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... It's not that I
condone facism,

Or any other ism for
that matter. Isms, in
my opinion, are not
good. People shouldnt
believe in an ism they
should believe in
themselves. I quote
John Lennon:

*I don’t believe in
Beatles I just believe
in me”,

A good point there.
Afterall he was the
walrus. I could be the
walrus. I'd still have to
bum rides off people.’

Ferris Bueller from
Ferris Bueller’s Day
Off (1986)
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how much it can cost to lose a case have lawyers go through articles to cut

out anything that might lead to alegal action.

Complexity

Defamation law is so complex that most writers and publishers prefer to
be safe than sorry, and do not publish things that are quite safe because
they're not sure. Judges and lawyers have excessive power because outsiders

cannot understand how the law will be applied.

Slowness

Sometimes defamation cases are launched years after the statement in
question. Cases often take years to resolve. This causes anxiety, especially for
those sued, and deters free speech in the meantime. As the old saying goes,

‘Tustice delayed is justice denied”.

Who sues for defamation?

In Australia, a common sort of defamation case brought to silence critics
is pelitical figures suing, or threatening to sue, media organisations. The
main purpose of these threats and suits is to prevent further discussion of
material damaging to the politicians. Other keen suers are police and

company directors. People with little money find it most difficult to sue.

Media power and defamation

One of the best respenses to defamatory comments is a careful rebuttal.
If people who make defamatory comments are shown to have gotten their
facts wrong, they will lose credibility. But this only works if people have
roughly the same capacity to broadcast their views. Therefore it is difficult to
rebut prominent defamatory statements made in the mass media. Free
speech is not much use in the face of media power. There are cases where
people’s reputations have been destroyed by media attacks. Defamation law
doesn’t provide a satisfactory remedy. Apologies are usually toe late and too

little to restore reputation — menetary payouts do little for reputation.



Most media organisations avoid making retractions. Sometimes they will
defend a defamation case and pay lots of money rather than openly admit
being wrong. Media owners have resisted law reforms that would require

retractions of equal prominence to defamatory stories.

Options

In practice, the structure of the court system and the media serve the
powerful while doing little to protect the reputation of ordinary people. They
undermine the open dialogue needed in a democracy. There are various
options for responding to uses of defamation law to silence free speech. Each

has strengths and weaknesses.

Avoid defamation

Writers can learn simple steps to avoid triggering defamation threats and
actions. The most important rule is to state the facts and let readers draw
their own conclusions. Be sure that you have documents to back up
statements you make. Semetimes understatement — saying less than
everything you believe to be true — is more effective than wide claims.

If you are writing something that might be defamatory, it's wise to obtain
an opinion from someone knowledgeable. (Remember, though, that lawyers
usually recommend that you don’t say something if there’s even the slightest
risk of being sued.)

Another way to avoid being sued for defamation is to produce and
distribute material anonymously. Use printers and photocopiers that cannot
be traced. For those using electronic mail it’s possible to send messages
through anonymous remailers, so the receivers can’t trace the sender.

These techniques of avoiding defamation law may get around the
problem, but don’t do much to eliminate it. They illustrate that defamation

law does more to inhibit the search for truth than foster it.

Say it to the person
Send a copy of what you propose to publish to people who might sue. If
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theydon't mepond. it willbe harder forthem to sue suees =fullhy Bier, since
they haven'tacted to stop spreading of the siadement. If they sy that what
wou e writhe n i datamatory, ask for specifies: which parbeular smtements
of claim = are defamatory and why? Then wou canjudgze whether their
objectons amw wadid .

It's not defamatory to critivise aparson to their face orto 22nd them a
lotter cribicising them. Itz only defamation when wour comments am heard
or read by someone else,

Eeep a oopnr for pos terity

If you haire to censor your wriling or speechto soroid defamation, keep
aeopy of the uneensored warsion — in seveml wery sate places. You might
also wizh to inform relawant people, espacially those who might threaten
defamation, that wou haore szared the uncensared warsion.

Drefamation lawr distorts history. Hownice it would be to read the
unes neored e rsions of 0ld newespape e, if anly thayawicted! By moring the
wnexpurgated werdons, you can help challange this whitewsshing of history.

23l the Huft

If you are thmatene d with a defamation action one shate zy is to just
ignom # and carryon asbefom . Alte madively inrite the theatener to 2ond
the writ to wour solicitor. Mozt threats am bluffs and showld be called. The
main thing i=not tobe determred fmm spealing out. The mors pacple who ead
bluffs, the leszeffective they become.

If wou moeive & defamatio n writ, o7 to find & zoliedor whe is willing to
defend free spaschcases af & small fee or if wou hzore little mone», no cost.
Shop amund for zomeons to defand wou.

se pulkdicity
Tustbaczuze wou am sued doesn’tmean wou can™t sy anything mora.
(Many7 organismtions aaroid making commentby Speing that an isswe is sub



judire — underjudickl condderzdion —but that'sjustan exeuse ) You ean
ztll speak. In particular, wou can comment onthe defamation action itse i
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statements about your eaze

A povredulresponss to & defam ation suit ic to eapand the original
criticism . Defamation suits aim to shutdown comment. If enowgh people
rezpond by assertng their original elsimsmome foree fully and wide 1y, this
will make defamation threats counterpmd wetie

Recommend law reform

Lawr raform comm ksions hae baen adwocating reform of defamation
Laoer for decade s, Possble changesmelude:

1. poblic fignre defence so that it's pe=ible to make stronge: cobicE me of
these with mor= posmex

2. adpdimton onteide conrk, © edooe comtoosts

3. elmination of moneary payens, =g wining instead apologies pobliched of
eg nal prominance to the cdgimal def mat ry statem ents.

In =pite of wide spread aupport for mioom among those familiar with the
izues, Sushmlizn Fowr e mains much the mma. That'=becau e it sanra £ thoze
writh the greatest power, especially politicins who make the ke and groups
that use it most oftan.

Fixdng the lawr isat most pact of the solution. It's alm necesmmry to change
the wagr the bral spcte m ope mtes.

Campaign to reform the legal system
Anyechangs that makes the spctem cheaper, spes dier and fadrer is worth

pursuing . The sorts of changes requimd ame ;
1. r=dndng msts that are dEproportionate © damage done ox hage
commred o 2 party’s income
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3. making hvrs simplez
4. ntodnsng compmlsaryconailiation
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WHM ARE THE BEST TACTICS FOR WOMEN TO
PURSUE FOR EQUAL TREATMENT AND RESPECT?.

OF.
HOW ANARCHA-FEMIMISM CAN SAVE THE

WORLD. .
Ada Conroy

Introduction

EmmaSoldman defines anarchy as ‘the philbsophy of a new zockl onder
bazed on hberty unrestricted by man-made laws the the one thatall fooms of
gowe mment rast on wiolenes , and are therefors wrong and harmiul asweall
as unnececmny.” (Falk, 1990, p 1) Anawhist women i the 19th Centuryy found
that this defmition offered them a wayoutof the ‘gendsr tap” [Fall, 1990,
.l that maintained the gendered drsion of Isbour and a smnetification of
women's rolas of dome sheity. What anarchist women wanted to do was
tanseend soc Gl norms and expactations in oxder to ereate for themzelas
meaningiul and inde pande nt Lives, Anaoehist womean beliered that poliical
and lezal rights would not seeure equality, and instead queshoned the
tmditional ideasof womanhood and insisted that the oot of women's
subominated phes I wciety is i the gectem of szl and familial
neltionzhips. Anamhist womenamrued thatonly by eradicating the nucbar
fam il cowld women'sineq uality be truly addressed and aboliched. The
rajaction of mamisge and the nuckar family alienated anawhist women from
azociaty that beliewed that the family was ahaven fmom a thre e ning and
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changing industrial society (Marsh, 1981, p 63). They persisted with their
struggle, rejecting convention and conformity.

Anarchist women aimed to transcend the norms of society and its
gendered division of labour in order to provide a meore fulfilling and
meaningful life, one that would require radically different social roles for
women. They maintained that if we are to create a society based on equality,
differences in roles must not be based on gender, but on preference and
capacity. It was important to anarchist women te gain a strong connection
with others, to work together collectively to achieve effective social change.

Anarcha-feminism, developed during the last decades of the 19th
Century uses anarchist theory to address the specific issues faced by women.
Many anarchist women found that the existing anarchist movement was
inadequate in addressing the specific problems they found themselves
confronted with. Women developed a sense of community, often claiming
that while women and men worked together in the struggle, men were
always the leaders and women, the followers (Ackelsberg, 1991, p. 88).
Political campaigns, such as Mujeres Libres (Free Women of Spain) took the
philosophy of anarcha-feminism into practice and created a revolution.

What are best tactics for women to pursue in their search for equal
treatment and respect? In accordance with anarcha-feminist theory, my claim
is that in the search for equality, we must first acknowledge and address the
root of women’s subordination, which we will find in the sexual division of
labout, in both the private and public sphere. In support of my claim, I will
draw on the philosophies of Emma Geldman, arguably the most influential
anarcha-feminist in herstory. I will also outline the ideas of other prominent
anarcha-feminist Voltairine De Cleyre. In further support of anarcha-feminist
ideas and actions, I will use the example of the Mujeres Libres, an
anarcha-feminist revelution in Spain in the 1930s. Mujeres Libres
acknowledged that while women and men fought along side each other, this
equality did not carry over into domestic and intimate relationships. Mujeres
Liberes carried with them the political ideals of anarcha-feminism in setting
up education collectives, health networks and apprenticeship classes in

cooperation with anarchist unions (wwwilag.blackened.net).



Anarcha-feminist philosophy

Anarchism appeared in the late 19th century as a response to the social
and economic changes resulting from a centralised, industrialised society.
Anarchists rejected the onset of technelogies and chose instead to discover
‘the elemental forces of the human spirit rather than... mastering the
machine’ (Marsh, 1981, p.15). True anarchism believes that the state is an
obstacle to liberty and vehemently cpposes any form of nen-voluntary
authority. Pierre Joseph Proudhon, a French printer who was seen by
anarchists as their “intellectual father” (Marsh,1981, p.10), believed that we
could achieve econemic autonomy if we were left to work out cur individual
needs with each other. He developed a system that abolished government
and placed importance on economic equality. However, he viewed women
conventionally, stating that the nuclear, or patriarchal family would be
central in this reformed society. In this light, without a feminist analysis,
anarchist theory is “patriarchal half-anarchism and not real anarchism’
(www.powertech.no/ anarchy/ mafbtml). Essentially, there is no anarchism
without feminism.

According to the Manifeste Anarchofeministe (Anarcha-feminist
[Wo]Manifesto) (www.12owertecb-no/ anarchy/ mafhtml), women suffer
from two types of oppression. The first is the general oppression that the
people face, and the second is oppression and discrimination based on
gender, that is, sexism. According to this [wo]manifesto, oppression can be
broken down into 5 main areas:

1. Ideological Oppression. The [wolmanifesto states that we are brainwashed
by certain cultural traditions, religion, advertising,.

2. State Oppression. This is defined by anarcha-feminists as “hierarchical
forms of organisation with command lines downwards from the top in most
interpersonal relations.” <www.powertechno/ anarchy-Zmafhtm>

3. Economic exploitation. Anarcha-feminism maintains that we are repressed
and exploited as consumers, workers (in low paying ‘women’s’ jobs), and in

the home.
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4. Violence. Under the sanction of society, in both public and private sphere.
Anarcha-feminists, argue that this is both direct (physical and sexual
violence) and indirect (coercion due to lack of alternatives, options and
resources).

5. Tyranny of the Structurelessness. Lack of organisation that removes
responsibility and creates idleness and weakness.

It is argued that these factors work together te contribute to women’s
oppression. Anarcha-feminists believe that because of the double oppression
that women face, they need to organise within both feminist collectives and
anarchist unions. The morph of anarchy and feminism is the result of this
need. Anarcha-feminists have specific demands in order to achieve change:

1. Women must have control of their reproductive selves. Matters of
contraception, conception, childbirth and abortion are women’s affairs.

2. That women must work collectively and independently to gain autonomy
and economic independence from men. Women must control themselves.

3. The nuclear, or patriarchal family must be abolished and replaced with
“free associations between men and women based on [an] equal right to
decide for both parts and with respect for the individual person’s autonomy
and integrity.” (www.powertech.no/ anarchy-Zmafthtml)

4. Women'’s services that address the needs of victim/ survivors of violence,
tree 24 hour child care centres, discussion groups and women’s culture
activities should be developed and run by women.

5. The gendered division of paid labour must be abolished. More part-time
work should be introduced so child-rearing responsibilities can be shared
equally between women and men.

6.Anarcha-feminists believe that a female president or prime minister will
not advance women in their struggle, but simply replace a patriarchal
hierarchy with a feminist one.

Anarcha-feminists argued that “persenal autonomy was an essential

component to sexual equality” (Marsh, 1981, p.5) and that legal and political



rights were simply pre-conditions to change. Anarcha-feminist women
rejected patriarchal control and governmental authority, they dismissed the
theories of male academics and their frustration with sexual inequality
allowed them to use an anarchist framework to reject outright any notion of
fundamental difference between the sexes. These women refused to accept
any treatment or political benefits that would differentiate them from men.
They believed that economic self-sustenance would only come about by
altering the structure of the nuclear family.

Anarcha-feminists would develop large cooperative households where
lovers would either cohabitate or live apart. Voltairine De Cleyre stated “it
would destroy the individual “home” with its Waste of force” (Marsh, 1981,
p-51) with space for women and men to access private areas when needed. In
these communities, women would not be forced to take on a maternal role
and parental duties would be dispersed among the community and among
those who actively choose to be parents. These women believed that they
would have access to greater equality if they had the freedom of autenomy,
and did not have to rely on men. In this community setting, shared
responsibility and independence would guarantee greater gender equality.
The root of this ideal is for women to achieve econemic independence
through self-support. This utepian ideal would carry over into society and

all wemen would live without oppression.

The Spanish Civic War and Mujeres Libres

Through the years of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), anarchists
developed a community that allowed them te implement their ideals. These
networks consisted of political, cultural and economic organisations and
activities. Anarchist women were strongly involved in this movement. The
workers in Spain in this time, and in the decade preceding, were
experiencing extreme poverty and inequity. Often women would be sold for
dowries and they severely lacked independence. When Spain became a
Republic in 1931, following vears of living under a monarch superseded by

the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera (1923-1929) (Ackelsberg, 1991, p. 39), it
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powvrer o fthe church, the army and landowmers, wes raluctant to alie nate
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took powerin 1933 funtl 1985), it mmowved the power e orictionzon the
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monthe that followned . anam hists uzed their networks and communities to
poolcolleetive maourees sand mbuild their society. Soon, millions of people
were living on shamd land in a eollectwe, non-hiemrchical setiing
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over into intimate relationships and many women were sHIl fulfilling
tradtional howsakeeping mlez. In anawhist tarm <, this couwld ba m hited back
to Pmuwdhonian aceptane e of women’s roles aswomen's contobution to
anamhist strugsle wes barely racognizad . Cutof this ackmnowlk dgme nt grawr
frustmtbion. Anarchist women believed that gende rine qualities were a msult
of meial cond iHoning and that the only wege to and mak dommabion wes to



end all domination.

In 1936, groups of anarchist women from Madrid and Barcelona came
together and formed Mujeres Liberes (Free Women). They mobilised over
30,000 women and developed activities throughout their networks created to
empower and educate women to fulfill their unique individuality. The aim
of Mujeres Libres was to develop a connection with other women, to
contextualise and challenge women’s subordination and to emancipate
themselves through their own struggle.

Mugjeres Liberes had a two-pronged strategy:

1. Preparation
2. Incorporation

They worked hard to set up literacy programs, technelogy classes, social
studies classes, and apprenticeship classes in cooperation with anarchist
unions, in order to achieve women’s entry into the workplace. They also
supplied food and community dining rooms for the militias, they set up
shooting ranges and target practice for women wanting to fight in the war.
They organised a school for nurses, which provided emergency medical care
for those injured in the fighting. They set up childcare collectives so women
could be more involved in union activities and in Barcelona, they setup a
hospital for women that provided pre and post natal care, as well as classes
on child and maternal health, birth control and sexuality.

Research conducted by political and feminist theorist, Martha
Ackelsberg, showed that the Mujeres Liberes movement changed women’s
lives dramatically. They achieved personal and collective empowerment and
believed that what they achieved could stand as a bench mark for others.
They stated that not enly had revelution been a dream, it had been achieved.
The movement allowed its participants to experience a strong community
and attempted to create a worldview where women would be treated equally
to men, while at the same time respecting their differences. Anarchist women
were quick to point out the hypocrisy of anarchist men in their views of
women. While they enjoyed the notion of an emancipated woman, it did not

benefit them. Mujeres Liberes, 30,000 strong, challenged this attitude and was
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successful in demonstrating the possibility of empowerment and

emancipation.

Emma Goldman

Emma Goldman, a Lithuanian born American immigrant is arguably the
most well known anarcha-feminist. Known as the “Anarchist Queen’ (Falk,
1990. p 1), Goldman was intreduced to anarchism four years after her arrival
to America, when four anarchists were blamed for the Haymarket Bombings.
Goldman fought hard for many things — including birth control —ina
movement that largely supported the theories of Proudhen. She had been a
prominent unicn activist and advoecated strongly for the eight-hour working
day, when 12 hours was the norm. She fought for gay rights, women's rights,

and advocated for free love, believing that each “person would have to

‘WKNOWN AS THE confront societal norms, the hypocrisy

“ANARCHIST QUEEN”,
GOLDMAN FOUGHT HARD

and injustices that inhibit freedom.”
(Falk, 1990, p 76). Further, she likened

the institution of marriage to “that other

FOR MANY THINGS... paternal arrangement — capitalism.’
BIRTH CONTROL... THE (Falk, 1990, p 76). Goldman toured the
EIGHT-HOUR WORKING Americas, lecturing, writing and

DAY... GAY RIGHTS,
WOMEN’'S RIGHTS... AND

agitating. She was imprisoned six times
between 1893 and 1921, with charges

ranging from incitement teo riot, to

FREE LOVE... advocating for confraception, fo

opposition to WWI. In addition,
Goldman was blamed for the assassination of President McKinley in 1901,
and was forced into exile. She was depoerted from America, Holland, France.
She edited an anarcha-feminist magazine called Mother Earth and wrote and
published many books, including her own autobiography. She died in 1904.
She was then admitted back into America to be buried near the sight of the

Haymarket Bombings.
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Voltairine de Cleyre

Emma Geldman claimed that Voltairine De Cleyre ‘was the most brilliant
and gifted anarchist woman America produced” (www.infoshep.org). De
Cleyre suggested that anarchists should feel, rather than think their way inte
anarchism. This emotional cutlook would allow “the individual [to become]
free; even if political, economic and sccial systems remained unchanged.’
(Marsh, 1981, p. 102) De Cleyre would join or organise public meetings in
order to debate anarchism with other like-minded individuals. In 1890, she
founded the Women’s National Liberal Union. In 1893, she became the
organiser of the Philadelphia Ladies Liberal League. She was a frequent

public speaker even though she suffered from a disease of the nervous

system, which forced her to be bed ‘DE CLEYRE SUGGESTED
ridden for days after public THAT ANARCHISTS SHOULD
FEEL, RATHER THAN THINK

appearances. De Cleyre inaugurated

the Radical Library, an organisation

made up of her anarchist circle. She
worked closely with Russian Jewish
activists, whom she turned onto
anarchism. Her three most prolific
‘The

essays were Making of an

Anarchist” (published in 1903),
‘Anarchism and American Traditions
‘(published in 1908) and ‘The

Dominant Idea” (published in 1910).

De Cleyre was convinced that an

THEIR WAY INTO
ANARCHISM. THIS
EMOTIONAL OUTLOOK
WOULD ALLOW “THE
INDIVIDUAL [TO BECOME]
FREE; EVEN IF POLITICAL,
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
SYSTEMS REMAINED
UNCHANGED".'

anarchist ideal was attainable.
However, in “The Making of an Anarchist” she asked: ‘Is it possible it stir men
from their indifference?’ (Marsh, 1981, p. 141).

De Cleyre believed that anarchism safeguarded individuals rights. She
believed that it could reform lives, but the complacency of the people made
it easy for a government to be corrupt when ‘nine hundred and ninety-nine

men out of a thousand are more interested in drinking... beer than in
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questioning the tax that is laid on it.” (Marsh, 1981, p. 141).
She recovered from an assassination attempt and in 1908 was arrested for
inciting riot and acquitted. She died in 1911 due to complications after an ear

operation.

Contraversies

Anarcha-feminism achieved little attention from mainstream feminists
and its ideology was somewhat contained within the anarchist movement
(Marsh, 1982, p.62). Feminism at this point in history was becoming
increasingly conventional, and anarcha-feminism was seen as radical by
comparison. A negative public view of anarchism may be why
anarcha-feminism achieved insufficient impact. Anarchism achieved a bad
reputation in May, 1886, when anarchists were blamed for the Haymarket
Bembing, where a bomb was thrown into a group of police officers during
a demonstration. The anarchists that were blamed for this were not
necessarily the perpetrators of this crime, but were charged for being
anarchists, and therefore respensible for inciting terrorism. Ne one ever took
credit for this violent act, but the men arrested were sentenced to the death
penalty and life imprisonment. Because anarchists reject the state and all
non-voluntary authority, and anarcha-feminists reject the conventions placed
upon them because of their gender, they were ideal scapegoats who could be

blamed for any societal disturbance.

Anarcha-Feminism and other feminisms’ conflict
Contemporary feminists have since adopted the theory that familial and
sexual relationships are one of the greatest contributions to the oppression of
women, after recognising the failings of the legal and political systems to
safeguard women’s rights. While women were fighting for suffrage,
anarcha-feminists found the idea difficult. Geldman stated that "Suffrage is
evil... it has only helped to enslave people... it has but closed their eyes that
they may not see how craftily they were made to submit. (Marsh, 1981, p. 59).
De Cleyre said that “the ballot hasn't made men free and it won’t make us

free (Marsh, 1981, p. 59). Anarcha-feminists and mainstream feminists were



polatized on this issue, and the result was that
anaw ha-feminists did not participate in the
broader fem inist mowamant.

Conclusion

The anarchafeminist analysis of women's
subomination states that the oot of women's
opprezsion liezin the nuelsar family. Dw Clayra
stated that every marred woman... & abonded
slare , who tEke s her maste s name, her master’s
bead, and ®=oms har master's pasmion; [and] who
paeza s throwg hthe ordeal of pre gnaney and thae
thmes of tmomil at his dietation ” Barsh, 1931, o
77). B thicictrue, then surely the be st taetics for
women to pursue in their sarch forequality
would be to challange the foundations of the
nuclear family. S support and autonomos,
adueation and eollactime natworks are proren
ways that women wodk o emancipats
themzabres. Anamw ha-fo minists transeand zocial
normsin order to ceate more meaning ful lires
for tham=alire £ to build callectire s to leatn and
teach, to empowsr themszelwes through
participation. Ideas and =scton ecannot ba

smpamted. It talkes aknowkdzment of
oppm =ion snd @ nergy for changs to maks thing =
happen. Mujems [Ewres’  eaiperisnce of

cowld  teach
contempomry fe minits many things. If we ware

anamha-faminist  rewrohition

looking for waoes to acee 2z our rights, we must
first abolich hismrchy and domination . We can

only do that be destmyimg the bame of
OpDIREsion. +.
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NOW SHOWING
Lou Smith and Tom Civil

Empty adj. Containing nothing (house, unoccupied, unfurnished)

The city’s perpetual hum, a myriad of human voices, lulls me into step.
I drift along, riding the wave of the Swanston St rush. IfI lose my footing the
drift net of daily routine will catch me.

On the corner where I stop to watch the virtual drummers, I see him pass.
Not expecting it, I have an urgent curiosity to follow; to map his exploration
and discover his destination. The devil on my shoulder tells me to stay put
or go back to work but I start walking, dodging piss-smelling men and
teenage girls wearing the trademark of mass-marketed beauty:

Please, I don’t need this bombardment, these blood caked hands embrace. Every
dying day they need us, cutting throats for convenience. It has been suggested that 1
oper my motith and swallow without even chewing the shit. It has been suggested
that I swallow their words and vomit them up. It has been suggested that my will lay
broken and my hopes lie forever in their hands. If has been suggested that I become
sidetracked from ever knowing myself. Assigned ideologies, it's time fo take back our
hearts and minds. We are not carbon copies. Revolution starts on the inside. My
ideals are not stagnant, they are in motion.

‘Human Life is Business Interest’, Conation.

He is fast. He sidesteps shades of grey suits without hesitation. I nearly
lose sight of him once or twice as [ become stuck behind slow-moving groups
blocking me lengthways across the footpath, but luckily for me I am short
and can manouevre under the shoulders of workers and tourists.

We cut down a laneway, one not very well worn but still hosting the
collected works of a stencilling genius. This lane leads te more, branching out
in tufts and bursts; arterial networks of mass movement. He walks hunched,
as though searching for something extremely important at ground level, as

though this laneway holds hidden stories:
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People in Melbourne often don’t look up enough. In fact, we sometimes make a
point of only looking around us. The verandah, that cherished symbol of local
vernacular, has truncated our line of vision and blinkered our urban experience to
focus on the ground level, often at the expense of the elaborate histories which are
detatled on the fucades that tower silently above. Af least we don't get wet. Or maybe
the ground level really is the most interesting aspect of the city, for it is here where
Melbourne’s iconic grid has most resonance. It is certainly at ground level where the
grid starts to unravel into a surreptitious network of alleys and laneways. You never
know what hidden pockets iay lie around the corner. But one thing is certain, if you
focus on the ground level, you don't notice the scientologists jogging on the roof.

Christos Kastaniotis

And then he stops. Looks left. Locks right.

Enters.

And I follow tracking his movements, lost inside the skeletal system of
a building disposessed.

Around corners, along wall-edges I sneak, spun-out at the layers of
colours affronting my senses in visual decadence.

It's beautiful, my words hover heavy on freshly sprayed air...

And then it happens. Adrawing of the city, detailed and magical, appears
on the wall up ahead. He’s standing, calmly and meticulously textering his
way over bumps and grooves of roughly worn concrete and chipped paint
The paths I have just walked stretch out before me in an elaborate map of
laneways and high-rises. My vision follows the simulated architecture higher
and higher till it reaches the tip of the Rialto. Here on this wall every crevice
I have mentally marked appears before me, replicated in its entirety. I am
awestruck! I shut my eyes and breathe.

His texta squeaks:

I think the most radical thought/material contemporary to our planet is noise. &
by noise I mean all kinds of noise; architectural noise, paint noise, sculptural noise,
behaviowral noise, iden noise, graffiti noise, language noise, xerox noise, psychic
noise, computer noise... wholly unleashed on the unsuspecting, notse is not a candy,

a suppressant, but given its viable ability fo cauterise the unknown & the overly
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emoted sense of being, noise can be the missing pill of proximity. Taken readily with
frequency there is eventual clarify amid the chaos.
Amendant Hardiker and Miekal And

The Empty Show/s

Williamstown

Williamstown was a swag of Melbourne street artists-stencillers,
posterers and muralists. Housed in Brittania, an abandoned pub nestled in a
block owned by the Department of Defence, searchin® found that the
Brittania’s owners are Tenix Defence Ltd, the company responsible for
building guided missile frigates for the Royal Australian Navy; those also a
part of Howard’s Fortress Australia Policy.

Williamstown was in a way the spark, the ignition, for the year ahead.
The idea for a squatted exhibition was maybe an old idea, but it happened in
Williamstown in a way many of us hadn’t seen before; artists and activists
working together to create a space free from authority and governance;
individuals seeking freedom from within the constraints of the city- coming
together to share an experience. If only open to the public for an hour, the
show brought people together, and showed how things can be different.

The Empty Show idea loosely arised from the exciting squatted social
centre movement, and the exploding street art scene in Melbourne which
were both happening at the time. It is about reclaiming space, and about
bringing life to dead, long-forgotten spaces in the urban.

The idea was exciting because it gave a name, a concept, to what was
already happening. Graff and street artists have always been
working/ playing in these dead places: abandonded warehouses, car parks
and street corners. The only difference being that this time we were
organising together and telling people a time, so a critical mass of people
could come and check out the space simultaneously. It acted as a meeting
place for many people, and many projects have sprung from these

friendships.



The Williamstown Empty Show was documented so beautifully through
the website, and the people who attented seemed seo stoked, that word
spread quickly. Heaps of people had heard about it and people were keen to

organise their own.

Canterbury

The Canterbury Empty Show was in a huge old reception centre with
moving walls and a pretty dark feel. The works were big and impressive.
There was almost a competitive feeling about as there were around 20 artists
working in the space at the same time — the stencil work was getting bigger
and bigger.

Before the show had even opened, the poelice came and caught one
unsuspecting artist in the act. They acted in a very threatening way and tore
most of his stencils up and took a shit load of paint that was still in the
building. They carried on, tearing pictures off the wall, smashing an
aluminium ladder to pieces, and were quoted, “What you got against the
army? If it wasn’t for the army we’d be all speaking Asian and living under
a different regime.” This was in furious reference fo a stencil which
proclaimed: DEFEND DEMOCRACY— The combination of the corporation,
the military and the complete investiture of the flag with mass spectator
sports has set up a pre-fascist atmosphere.

The police had no idea what was going on and were very suspicious of
the fact that <silentarmy.com:> was written everywhere, and that some of
their literature was scattered aboul. This, like everything else, they
proceeded to tear up, quizzing the poor innocent stencil artist about this as
well. Hopefully they will have this dangerous bunch of comic artists under
contrel scon!

They also forced two other stencil artists to tear up their collected works
later that evening. This act gave an interesting feeling to the event. This
showed the reality of the police force and their total ambivalence towards

creativity, as well as their brutal force in protecting property. It brought a
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stronger sense of community and loyalty to those
involved, and instigated a fresh sense of
dialogue. Opinions were also heard from people
who had otherwise been quietly un-opinionated

on the issues of illegal anonymous public art.

Canberra

A crew in Canberra put out a call to come to
Canberra to play in an old building they had
suss’d. Artists car pooled from Sydney and
Melbourne and who knows from where else? The
show had a different feel to the Melbourne shows,
with the first notable difference being the total
lack of cameras on the night. There was a diverse
collection of work, with many people working
closely with the space making collages of found
objects from the old arts building. There were
sound installations, videc projections and electro
jams that went into the night. It was a party. We
hung out, and talked, and drank, and talked.
People jammed on acoustic instruments as they
strolled through the building, candle-lit in the

Canberra cold.

Newcastle

In the first week of October Newcastle was the
focus of diverse and autonomously organised
reclamations of urban space under the name
PUBLIC LIABILITY. It involved stencillers,
anarchitects, pirate broadcasters, posterers, street
colourers, installation artists etc.

Public Liability held twe empty shows in
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The Empty Show/s will
continue to live on as
more and more people
embrace the concept
of using public space
and ‘abandoned’
buildings for artistic
reclamations.

The Empty Show is an
idea that is spreading
to other like-minded
individuals and
collective thinkers.

Insert your own Empty
Show here:
<www.anonart.org>
<www, theemptyshow.
org>
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e weastle. Cme inahuge old inner ity shopping
artade and office blorck. The ather, in a small
mnercity hous  consumed by iwvy and
neighb ouring temware =,

In the lamer building, amidst mbbk and
bmken glass, one room wes complete by cleaned
and lit with candles enclosed in found retm
objacts. Theze Ied you thmugh amaze to ahidden
darkmom compk tely black eaca pt for tealizhts:
m anothe rroom hee chametsrs hid behind abrnek:
wall back-lit with candles. Atrain track: that was
paintad on the floor, disappeared into tunnels
posterad on either side of the mom.

Posters, steneils, printing s, chareoalemudgzed
life-dmwrings, 3D graff pieces, poster collage s,
and instadltion work wang found objacts cowemed
much of the four or zo flaor=.
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with stencils, podersand graff and some found-
veim zhitinstallations sz well. It wasbombed
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YOUNG PEOPLE AGAINST HEAVY METAL
T-SHIRTS (YPAHMTS)
Craig Garrett

The media is one of the most influential of all the institutions in our
society. It influences so many other institutions that its impact can not be
under estimated. For instance, question time in parliament is littered with
questions that stem from reports in the media, mandatory sentencing laws in
the Northern Territory are partly due to media reports about ‘gangs” of
vouths marauding through the streets, schools now use hidden camera
technology (perfected by A Current Affair) to monitor students while in the
toilets and people’s lives can be ruined by one false claim made by a media
‘personality’. I fear we often choose to forget about the institutions that
surround us (especially the media) because we fear them — don’t. Actively
seek alternative information and news sources, search for books, radio
shows, websites and magazines that contain information that stretches your
imagination and makes you question your own knowledge. Be critical, ask
questions and don’t take current social structures and institutions for
granted. As John Ralston Saul suggests, ‘a good citizen is a critical citizen’. A
number of years ago [ met Matthew Thompson (a self-confessed mischief-
maker) who is very critical of what the media dees, the way it does it and
what it stands for. He is critical of its lack of research and its inability to
detect bullshit from genuine news and information. This is his story:

In 1992, while Matthew was listening to Alan Jones blame offensive band
names for the woes of young people and for society’s ills in general, he
became frustrated with the crap that was being broadcast over the airwaves,
so he decided to pull a prank.

Matthew, then 21, wrote letters to a number of newspapers outlining an
extreme stance against offensive t-shirts by creating a mythical group: Young
People Against Heavy Metal t-shirts (YPAHMTS), with himself as leader. He
posted the letters believing ne newspaper would publish them.

The first letter was published in the Sydney Morning Herald. In part it said:
“..Iwish to make it known that not all young people are elderly-hating, drug-

85



86

taking louts... many young people have shown remarkable responsibility
towards the environment and now it is time to clean themselves up... This
means stopping socially and perscnally damaging activities such as
drinking, swearing, taking drugs and wearing heavy metal t-shirts... Heavy
metal t-shirts are an affront to the elderly, who are our ancestors and the
forebears of our society.’

Anumber of media cutlets picked up the story and within days Matthew
received interview offers from Good Morning Australia, Hinch, Triple ] and
Couchinan. The TeleMirror, People Magazine, 2BLand 2RR were also interested
in the story.

As the hoax grew, more and more people were sucked in. The TeleMirror

‘found” another group opposed to YPAHMTS. People wrote to newspapers,

'IT'S ALL ABOUT some praised his efforts, while one other
IDEAS AND NOT condemned him as “...more dangerous to cur

LETTING PEOPLE FALL

society than the people vou are trying to

persecute’. A Sydney heavy metal magazine

INTO THE SAFETY OF even awarded him their ‘loser of the week’
THEIR OWN, NARROW award.

BELIEFS. I THINK IT'S Matthew was eventually interviewed on
IMPORTANT TO STIR Hinch, Couchman, Triple ] and 2RR. Each of the

UP TROUBLE, YOU

programs fed off each other, none really did

any research, apart from reading, watching or

KNOW! FOR A HEALTHYlistening to other media reports. “They didn’t
SOCIETY.’ seem to want to know the truth,” Matthew

observed. ‘They were more interested in creating their own agenda.’
During these interviews Matthew attempted to explain his peint of
view—he was ignored. When he realised this he decided to have some fun.
“While taping Hinch,” Matthew explains. ‘I cutlined a fairly “extreme” idea
about how kids can attend camps in the desert run by YPAHMTS. I said the
kids would only be allowed to wear plain T-shirts, listen to music that we
(YPAHMTS) supplied and read material we gave them. They would be

totally cut off from the “deviant influences” that heavy metal {-shirts



mepmzent’ Thesa partzof the interriewr wem cut fimm the fmal edit which
foruzad on the narrowr media<reated agenda: banning offensive, he awny
matal t-chirts.

Matthe w's stanee that heary melal t<hits are offencme, was
conenie ntly changed by the m ed & into & stanes ealling for the b anning of
all offa nsire t-chirk. Atno stage did Matthewrawrer mention banning, he jus
advacated choies, stating “if wou want to wear an offensime t-chirt, make it
yoursa i, rather than pagring mone ¥ to adwertize a multinational company”

Liatthew found it difficult to keep from laughing while being
interriawed by the serious mediz’.’I *] PLAYED THE FARET 45

phyed the partas kead of {PAHMISox. JEAD OF ¥PAHMTS ON
the ide of lunze ¥... I s the mtenrews

af an o pportunity to cut through the
crap and toy to provoke people... It was

THE SIDE OF LUMNACY..,
S0 THE INTERVIEWS AS

=

I

hard to leap & straight faee AN OPPORTUMNITY TO CUT
The medimnewer delred deeperthan THRE CIGH THE CEAP AMD

the supediml Something whih Tpy T pROVOKE
Mlatthe wr partally expected. What he

ddn’t easpect or predict wec the TO KEEP A STRAIGHT
audienee reaction.”.. I got right azainst
the medintor 2 whik, whenI wasdaing FOCE
it [the hoza]. then the audience started to really annoy me because the ¥ wam
aehing just like the madia.. no one was pausing to think. I found thatif a
PREon prE R nts & an “eapert” about an isue the media and the sudience am
mora likely to baliswre whatewer that pemon = mving. I gaine d eredibiliby
bacawsa T had an organisation behind me. The faet that the organisdion
didnt exict escaped everyons . Iwasnemerasked to producs evidenca the
group exicted, nor wasI asked to bacl up orjustity anything I was sayving,
the madin znd the audience simply reacted to my words

Hebegan trying to get people to question what they do, how the ydmzs
and what they think. T weanted the audience to quesHon the media,
themsabre s and YPAHMTS o they wiould ook de eper into issues and e vents

PECPLE... IT \Wa5 HaRD
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portayed by the medm, but nobody queshioned me o1 toed to understand
what I was mayping. The madia skimmed aver the issue and instead of
que stioning mr walid iy, ther asdedme how many peopk vwemr i the gmup,
dd I plam to getinto polifies and what wasmyneatmowre? AT the audience
dil wes react to what they were fed

It frushmted WEtthewr that peopls eould be oo narmw minded and willing
to belie e anrthing—e specmlly considering the original kb thers were ajoke.
‘Tdecidad toaxposa the hoze to chow peoplk thatthe medmis not faetual..
those who had been taken in had to know they'd been swindled . At this
point tbeeama witad for me fo turn the insdesof the hose out o that paople
wrould unde retand the » had been taken fora fde".

In 1995 MEthew wrok an exposd tithd “Tablid Whore” and zent i to The
Indepemdent Momihly Young Writer of the Year Competition. It won second
prize, but was disqualifitd because he wrots undera preudonym and
interriewad himze lf. T arrued that it wes not fiction because it ae tually
happenad, and The Ind goey domd Mol aneuad that # wee not fact eithe T 2o
thex could notgive me the swmrd " The neat e ar he rewrote the artick and
santit m agam, and for the zecond time he won zecond prizs, butbefors i
cowld be publiched the magazne wentbroke.

In 199% Miatthawr then sant Tablod Whore' to Malie Wtk in the hope
thexy could give him afew deaszbout whare to get it publiche d. They wmte
back asking if he had any wideos of the intendewrs bec s ze they would like
to pmduce a=gment sbout medin pranks. He zant them the footge and the
hozs wee e xpozad on national telewson.

If nothing e lea, Matthe w Thompzon's hoas taught usto dispute what we
=08 hear and read. It expozed the effectiveness of the med & 5 & propaganda
machine, it mwealed the made quacies of the med & to wateh the watchers and
artacthe fourth estade it highlighted the naiwvety of the audisnc e as ma dia-
conzumers, # showed how the audience hasbheacome pacsive, relying on the
medix to spoon-feed i information, it w mimded wsal to ke pon quastonng
and most im portantly it showld inspite all of us © sHr wp wouble, you koo
for & healthy sed ty +



COMMERCIAL TELEVISION
AUSTRALIA (CTVA)

Advertiser Code of Ethics

This Code has been adopted by the Australian
Association of National Advertisers to be applied
as a means of advertising self-regulation in
Australia and is intended to be applied to all
forms of advertising. The object of this Cede is to
ensure that advertisements are legal, decent,
honest and truthful and that they have been
prepared with a sense of obligation to the
consumer and society and fair sense of
responsibility to competitors.

In this Code, the term “advertisement’ shall
mean matter which is published or broadcast in
all of Australia or in a substantial section of
Australia for valuable

consideration and which draws the attention of

payment or other
the public, or a segment of i, to a product,
service, person, organisation or line of conduct in
a manner calculated te promote or oppose
directly or indirectly that product, service, person,
organisation or line of conduct.

CAD provides classification and information
services to advertisers, agencies and production

houses in relation to television commercials.

Television Australia may be contacted via the
following means:

Telephone: (02) 89687100

Fax: (02) 9969-3520
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Advertising Code of
Conduct

Advertisements shall
comply with
Commonwealth law
and the law of the
relevant state or
territory.

Advertisements shall
not be misleading or
deceptive or be likely
to mislead or deceive.
Advertisements shall
not contain a
misrepresentation that
is likely to cause
damage to the
business or goodwill of
a competitor.

Advertisements shall
not exploit community
concerns in relation to
protecting the
environment by
presenting or
portraying distinctions
in products or services
advertised in a
misleading way or in a
way that implies a
benefit to the
environment which the
product or services do
not have.
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Advertisements shall
not make claims about
the Australian origin
or content of products
advertised in a
manner which is
misleading.

Advertisements shall
not portray people in a
way which
discriminates against
or vilifies a person or
section of the
community on account
of race, ethnicity,
nationality, sex, age,
sexual preference,
religion, disability or
political belief.

Advertisements shall
not present or portray
violence unless it is
justifiable in the
context of the product
or service advertised.
Advertisements shall
treat sex, sexuality
and nudity with
sensitivity to the
relevant audience and,
where appropriate, the
relevant program time
zone.

Address: 44 Avenue Road

Mosman NSW 2088

AUSTRALIA

Email: Australian Commercial Television
<ctva@ctva.com.au>

CTVADigital Television
<digitaltv@ctva.com.au>

CTVAEngineering <engineering@ctva.com.au>
CTVALegal & Broadcasting Policy
<policy@ctva.com.au>

CTVAMarketing <marketing@ctva.com.au=>

Commercials Advice may be contacted via the
following means:

Telephone: (02) 8968-7200

Fax: (02) 9969 8147

Address: 44 Avenue Road

Mosman NSW 2088

AUSTRALIA

Email: <cad@commercialsadvice.com.au>

The following organisations may be of interest
to those seeking information relating to the
Australian media.

AdNews

17-21 Bellevue Street

Surry Hills NSW 2010

Telephone: (02) 9281-2336

Fax: (02) 9281-2750

Marketing, media and advertising magazine.



Adertising Fadaration of Sustmbia Timited
Lawal

201 Whlk r5tra at

Iorth Spdney IS 2060

Talephome: [12) 957 -3077

Faci: [017) 295753902

Bapmzentmyg companie = in adwe thising and
matke ting communi abions to ind ustry,
gowe mment, mediza and the public.

Adertidng Standamd = Bureau

Lawal 2

QF Northboume fara

Turmer &4CT 2612

Talephone: 02 62620322

Faci: (07) 62629353

Considars written com plints about most forms
of publichad orbroadeastng adwe thising, which
people find affendwe  with refewnes to the Coda
of Ethics pe zerbed by the & ushralisn
Aezoeisbion of Mationzd £d we rhicers

AgizPacific Broadeasting TTnion

P Box 1164

FuslaInmpur

Malayin

Telephone: (H0-3) 22832-3 102

Faci: (G0-3) 2282-2480

The ABTT i an acsocistion of the felarision and
Tadio neterorks in the A<iseF a ific region,
axicting to help dewelop bmadeastng in the
I8gion, omanise joint actrities among i<
mambersand prowide them with senrre s

&,

Advertizernents for

any product which is
rmeart to be used by

ar purchaszed by
children shall not
cortain anything which
iz likely to cauze alarm
of distress to thoze
children,

Advertizermerts shall
only uze language
which iz appropriate in
the circurnstances and
strong or obscens
language shall be
avoided,

Advertizernents shall
ot depict material

contrary to prevailing
cormnrmunity standards
on health and =afety,
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ATR Australia

166 Epping Road

LANE COVE NSW 2066
Telephone: (02) 9490-6500

Fax: (02) 9490-6599

The Australian member of the AGB
Group, the largest provider of
television audience measurement

services in the world.

Australian Association of National
Advertisers

Suite 2, Level 5

99 Elizabeth Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Telephone: (02) 9221-8088

Fax: (02) 9221-8077

Represents the advertising
community on matters of
significance with the primary
objective to safeguard advertisers
rights to “freedom of commercial

communication”.

Australian Broadcasting Authority
PO Box Q300

Queen Victoria Building

NSW 2000

Telephone: (02) 93347700

Fax: {02) 9334-7799

Responsible for regulating

television, radio and the internet.

Australian Communication
Authority
PO Box 70A

Belconnen ACT 2616
Telephone: (02) 9245-4000

Regulater of radio communications

and telecommunications.

Australian Retailers Association
1st Floor

20 York Street

Sydney INSW 2000

Telephone: (02) 9290-3766

Fax: (02) 9626-1464

Representing the diverse interests
of all retailers and a provider of
quality information and services to

members

Australian Subscription Television
& Radio Association

Wharf 8

Pyrmost NSW 2009

Telephone: (02) 9200-1494
Industry body for subscription
(multichannel) television and

narrowcast television and radio

B&T Weekly
Tower Two

475 Victoria Street



Chatswood NSW 2067
Telephone: (02) 9422-2999

Fax: (02) 9422-2949

Marketing, media & advertising

magazine

Commercial Radio (previously
FARB)

Level 5, 88 Foveaux Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010
Telephone: 02 9281-6577

Fax: 02 9281-6599

Radio advisory body

Department of Communications,
Information Technology & the Arts
GPO Box 2154

Canberra ACT 2601

Telephone: (02) 6271-1000

Fax: (02) 6271-1901

Provide poelicy advice and program
support to the Australian
Government on arts, information

technology and communications

Digital Broadcasting Australia
Level 18

MLC Centre

19 Martin Place Sydney NSW
Digital Broadcasting Australia
(DBA) has been formed to help
make the transition from analog te
digital television as seamless as

possible for the consumer.
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European Broadcasting Union
Case postale 45 Ancienne Route
17A

CH-1218 Grand-Saconnex
Switzerland/ Suisse

Telephone: (+41 22) 717 20 34

Fax: (+41 22) 747 40 34

EBU is the largest professional
association of national broadcasters
in the world. Headquartered in
Geneva, and working on behalf of

its members in the European area

Imparja Television

PO Box 52

ALICE SPRINGS NT 5750
Telephone: (08) 8950-1411
Fax: (08) 8953-0322

Network Ten

1 Saunders Street
PRYMONT NSW 2009
Telephone: (02) 9650-1010
Fax: (02) 9650-1111

Network Ten — Northern NSW
Locked Bag 1000

COFFS HARBOUR NSW 2450
Telephone: (02) 6652-2777

Fax: (02) 6652-3034
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ine Mebuork

24 Attarmon Foad
WILLOTICHE ¥ WS 2068
Talaphone: [02) 906000
Faca: (02 4340406

Crffice 0f Film and Literatum
Cssification

Lawel 1, 255 Elismbath Ste et
Sedney SN 2000

Telephona: (02 2581-A000

Fa: (07 #8101

B sponsible for the Clacsifie ation
of Film, Wide o, Publications and
Computer Games

Cetam Py Limited

Lawel ¥

44 Millar Sreat

Iforth Spdney SN 2060
Talephone: (02 2920-7F210

Faci: (07) #929-5445

The official source for me tmpolizn
te Bwidon audience mbings data in
Lushwln.

Prime Ta ke wision

Lawelé, 1 Farcific Hizghway
IORTH SYDHE ¥, ITSAT 2060
Talaphone: (02 #2E6-7F00
Faca: [02) M65-F729

Fegional TV hiadke ting
6y 16 1 Walker Sraat
Iorth Sppdne 3z TSI 2060
Talphone: (2] 9oz 122
Fac: (02 M2-2120

Srman Motk Aushratia

oo Luctralizn Film Commission
=P Boax 3054

SYDIE Y 5w 2001

Talphomne: (02) 95216444

Fa: (02 9557-3737

Srman Metwnrk Au shmlia ic the
gatewmy to the Aushalian fitm and
telavicion industy on the inte met.
This site ican Ausratian film
industny initwtire, desizned to
provide cument, quality
information forand about the

ind ustry, for ind ustry pmfe ssionals
and film fan< alike.

Saren Wetwork

hEkbbs Lana
EPFIINGITSW 2121
Talephone : (02) %77-7777
Faa: (02 877 -F838

T Telawision

Fi Boa 1200
VWIOLLOTTSOTNS S 2500
Talphone : (02) 4225-4199
Faa: (02 £225-4190

&



HOW TO [INTERVIEW YOUR HEROES]

Setting up the interview

[ should point out right from the start that this is by no means a foolproof
method of setting up interviews with people whose work you admire. In the
end, these people may not want to talk to you, for whatever reasons of their
own. If they don’t wanna, there’s nothing you can do. [t might also be the
case that they people you want to interview are unavailable. In the case of
musicians, they might be on tour and out of contact. Other people might be
on holiday or away from their place of work for an indefinitely long period
of time. But those are the chances you take. Don’t let those possibilities
discourage you.

Okay, so basically what you need to do is to set up a meeting or a phone
conversation. To do this you need to do a little bit of research. In most cases
you'll know about the person you want to interview because of something
they’ve done — they’ve appeared on the news, in the papers, recorded an
album, built a web-page, written a book, made a zine, and so on. So the first
place to do is to check out the thing that they did and see if there are any
contact details on it.

With CDs, there might be a contact address for a fan club in the liner
notes somewhere. If there’s not, there will most likely be a contact address for
the record label that produced the CD. If there isn’t there will at least be the
name of the company on the CD somewhere, and you will need to look it up
in the phone book, or use the Internet to dig it up.

Either or both of these addresses are valuable contact points for the
person you want to find. Think of the film Six Degrees of Separation and its
contention that every person is only six people away from every other person
on the planet. Finding the fan club or record label’s address is your step
along those six degrees.

If we're talking about books, you’ll probably have to contact the
publisher. If we're talking about someone you read about in the paper, or saw
on the telly, you need to contact the paper or the television station and try

to speak to the reporter who presented or wrote the story, or perhaps the
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publicity de partmentof the dabion, paper.

It’s probably much more helpful to actually speakto someans on the
phone. Letters eam be rnomd. 5o can emaile. Fhone ealk, howeer, demand
a little more raspect and attention. COnee wouw'wve gotan addme sz, you can
oacily gat & phone numbe r fiom divectory assictanes . COf coursa, if o can’t
gataphone number, than you will hare to use eitheremail or snad mail

Tha naat thing wou do iz eall up the fam elub /labe 1 publicher /' TV station.
If we'me Rlking about acom mereml company of some kind, the pe=on who
answars the phone will most likely be zome knd of mee ptio nict. To deal
e ffae tiraly writh rece ptionists, you need tobe as official and profe ssional-
zounding s possible .

Tio help vours ¥ appear profe sdonal, i helps to Ao some plnning be fom
wou make the call. Generally spealing, peopls in omranisstions respond be <t
to people representing other omanisations, so it'sbestto referto yourself as
“m and =0 from sweh and such”. I you want this mte nrewr for & zine or 2 wehb
paze . thenjust use the name of the zine or the web page. Hywouw'e doing #
puraly for yoursalf, then just make zomething wp. Crganimtionz with the
worl “productions’ or ‘publications” sound impressive and will make the
Tace phonist think: twiea bators blowing wou off.

Another good thing to do i to aetusadby wrie down the questions you am
going to agkof the recephonist. Sometimespow ean gota Httle convaluted
whan you am trymg to e aplain what you went — if wow wrie the quesbons
dowm pou can just read from them and not worgy sbout zounding confuzad
of flustered . You should ahwsges sound like the rece plionist is supposed to
Imowrexa ly what you're tadldng about.

Hi Thea i Adaw Fordfrow [ ok Bt Mogomv a [ wan oder e owld kalpaea.
Pfo woedf S doivken<daw Dosf Aowdefor He ekt daeea ofF cur recyoee o o d [
hopad Flam e wae I Bo il o Sllaee whol olewld opockdo,

Something like that wsually works. Femember to use the moral we " It
makespow 2ound mom important.
The rece ptionist will wrually put you thmough to "someone m publicity



and you will have to explain yourself all over again. This time around it
might be an idea to explain a little bit about the magazine or website
(whether it be real or not) and what it dees. At this point in the journey it’s
probably better to be as friendly as possible — moere conversational than you
were when you spoke to the receptionist. It sounds a little corny, but if you

know the person’s name, try to use it a little bit.

Hi Vanessa. I was ringing to ask about the possibility of intervieurng David Bowre
for the latest 1ssue of Duck Fat? We publish articles and interviews that are about
things like popular cultire, interviews with musicians and writers, that kind of
thing. Last isstie we had mterviews with Scott McCloud, who’s an American comic

artist, also the band TISM, and veviews of a bunch of different CDs and contics.

Now, they might be friendly or they might be suspicious. That's why you
need to be as friendly as you can — make them like you and you've got more
chance that they might overlock the fact that they only deal with “important’
people like Rolling Stone or the daily papers or whatever. But unless there’s
some kind of snobbery or time constraint (like these people are in the middle
of publicity for a new book or a new exhibition and they’'ve only set aside a
day to talk to the press), the thing about publicists that should always be kept
in mind is that they need to get as much publicity as possible, so if you're
ringing them saying ‘I'll write good stuff about that thing that you want
people to write good stuff about’, it’s quite likely that they’ll be appreciative
and help you set it all up. If there is snobbery, well, fuck them.

If you're lucky enough to be able to get onto the person themselves, like
if they have a web page with a direct email link, or you're thinking of
interviewing a self-publisher/zine/comic maker whe put their contact
details in the comic/zine/book, then you're more likely to be talking to them
directly, in which case things are more likely to go well. Asking someone if
they’d like to be interviewed is a big compliment e most people are more
than happy te help in any way. Again, be really polite and nice to these
people — you're essentially asking them for a favour. Remember that.

The way the publicists [ dealt with when [ was writing for street press
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used to do things was that they’d set up a time and date that you'd be
available, then do the same thing for the interview subject, and then the
interviewee would either ring you at that time or you’d meet at a pre-
arranged place. You usually got between half an hour and an hour te do the
interview. If you're not arranging things through some kind of publicist, you
usually have a bit mere freedom to arrange things, and also a bit more time

to do the interview.

Technical stuff

Once you've got the interview set up, you need some way to record it.
This is pretty simple. You don’t really need me to tell you that a tape deck
with an external microphone and a record button is the way te go. I will say
that I don’t think you should bother worrying about investing in a recording
walkman unless you really want to. An old shitty 80s portable boombox will
work just as well. It's best to test it out before you do the interview, though.

With telephone interviews, there’s this really nifty gizmo you can buy at
almost any Tandy or Dick Smith store for about five bucks. It’s a suction-cap
microphone that fits onto the back of the ear-piece of the telephone. When
you plug it into a microphone jack it records everything clear as day — your
voice and the interviewee’s. If you're doing the interview by mail or email,
you've got all the words already printed out in front of you so you don't need
to worry about a thing.

That’s about it for the mechanical side of things, except to say remember
to punch the lugs out of the top edge of the cassette after you're done, just in

case you accidentally hit record when listening back.

The questions

This part of the interview is more up to you than anyone else. You already
know the kind of thing that you want to know about your interviewee, the
kind of questions you want te ask. But there are some general tips that are
useful for preparing and conducting an interview.

If there are earlier interviews with your subject available, it'd be a good

idea to give them at least a quick read, just in case some of the questions you



want to ask are already answered in those interviews. Most people who get
interviewed on a fairly regular basis tend to get asked the same questions
over and over again, and when they answer these questions they might be
a little less enthusiastic than when they get asked questions they haven't
heard before. So try to eliminate as many of the obvicus questions from your
list. Previous interviews can also give you some good ideas about questions
that you might want to ask them. Check the internet, flip through back issues
of your zines and magazines, ask friends if they've got any interviews at their
place —just de a general scour for any information you can find.

I usually try te come to an interview with a list of at least ten questions
that I want to ask, but there’s nothing wrong with not getting to ask all ten
questions. Hopefully, if that does happen, it's a sign that you got the subject
talking enthusiastically.

It does sometimes help to ask maybe one or two basic background
questions te get the interviewee warmed up. Questions like “how did you get
started?’, “how long have you been doing this?” or “what’s your first memory
of doing what you do?’ can be used to establish a bit of a rapport between
vou and your subject.

Try to make sure that none of the questions you plan to ask can be
answered with a simple yes or no. This way, for the questions to be
answered, the subject will have to speak for a lenger time, which gives you
more time to listen for potential tangents and allows you to steer the
conversation in different directions. The best way to avoid asking yes or no
questions is to make sure that none of them start with the words “did’, "de’,
‘will’, “are’, “is’. Questions that begin with “what’, “how” and ‘why” are pretty
good for inspiring longer answers.

Remember to listen closely to what your subject is saying, and keep an
eye out for potential conversational tangents. If an answer prompts a follow-
up question, then ask that question. And if you think that they haven’t quite
answered the question, ask it again in a slightly different way. Don’t just
follow your list of questions from cne to ten and then finish up. The best

interviews aren’t simple question-and-answer sessions. What you're trying

99



100

to do i pmarake & conwerstion with your subject. Fael frea to chare jpo0ur owm
anecdotes with the subjact if you haore anye that are similar to what thay haore
bean tallding sbout — this ecan help to Wmspie a frendler more
convermtiona mood and can help to stimulate further conwe =ation — but
Tameamb er that the point of the exe reize icfor them to talkand for jpou to
licten.

Writing the bugger up

That =it mally. The rest of the mte niew proceszz iz pe ty much up to you
— howr you prezantit, howlong i’z going tobe, that sort of thing . The e =t
Wy to wiodk: out how you'll setuadly writs wp the intes nriew i to think back
to the inte nrewrs you e enjoyed reading, and haore alook at howr tha v ve s
matout Some paople prefer to write inte mdewes as prose piece s with large
quotes from the intendeweas thoown in to illustmie zome thing that'sbean
browght up. Cthers prafer the question-and-answer preze ntation, which is
Pty muchjust a shaight tenseript of what was sid, by both wou and the
intendewea. Both approaches ham their adwentage s but neither one is
supanor to the other. The pmss approach malkes it easy to pmirids
backzround miormation for the readers, butat imes # can feela itk bt
contrived . The question-and-answe r format has anice, casual conimerational
foal butitean smmetimes fealabit dry, abit too elnical The n sgam, there aue
1o rules that e yvou can’t combine the two approac hes mto the one artick
— uge whols chunks of O & combined with mors prosmically-writhen
suppk mentary info. It's up to wou.

The last bit

COnee again I point out that allthe abowe iz simply one parzon’s
parpactime on the whole intenrewing thing. Hsnotmtended asa gospelor
anything . If soma thing weorkes for wou that T heare n't mantionsed in this article,
by all means gowith it. This isonly meant asa bit of a starter, & finger
pointed in the right dreeton. Good luek in traeking dowm woursubjects and
ramembe 1 to haore fun with the wholk pmeess

L1



INDEPEMDENT MEDIA
From The Melbourne Activists' Cookboaolk

Tha ezt wagr to get your mesmge armes mitset amd wnee nsowd i to usa
the many indepe ndent media ®souree £ srailable . Inde pandent me dis isn't
intemstad i pleasing owmers, adwe risers or the gowernmant. Bather than
editing content to make money from adwe ttising o1 to justify the actons of
the gowarnmant, they are mom likely tobe interested in telling the truth.
Here are zome inde pendent medim outlets that would be more than happy
for ou to getin touch with them:

Access News
L cazs Mews oo mens weelly on Channel 31 8pm Mondages. SELA haome
ako produced fetivict Svwerds, Slobal Indghts and 511: Melboume Fising
1ide oz
Fhone : (05) Da63-4976
Suite 85, Trades Hall
Corne = Victorm and Lpgon Sree t=
Carhon 3053
Zaced s ewral ckabr onr s

Melbourne IndyMedia
FPublish your owm artick = online! Donthate the media —be the med&!
sunanamelbourne mdyme dis one-

Dissenterink

Crizzante dink iz & zme pmdwesd bop the DWW unemplowe d group. His
funny and informative and pwwddes support and contacts for the
unemployed suffering underthe madde ning opprezsion and illogie of
Cantralink.

VAT I DT FL
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SCAM Publishing

SCAM publications produce, promote and distribute anarchist literature
with a focus on original and local material. Anarchist ideas in all facets of
life and labour. «<www .xchange.anarkinet/ ~scamz=

Contact: <scam@xchange.anarki.net>

Accessing the student media
The National Student Media Alliance can be reached at:
<http:/ / users.senet.com.au/ ~trystero/asmi/index.html=

This site has an upload facility for people to upload articles, photos,
graphics and links to useful websites that student editors from across the
country can then download and print. The combined audience of national
student media is several million pecple. It also has a comprehensive list of all
the student newspapers/ magazines in the country along with their contact

details.

Dealing with corporate or state media at actions

Extreme caution is advised when dealing with the Corperate and State
media. There are some excellent and henest journalists, but they are few in
number and, due to the institutional structures, it is very difficult for them to
articulate alternative view points in any meaningful way.

For those who wish to talk to the corporate/state media here are some
basic facts. If you agree to do an interview ask for some time to prepare. You
can ask what they are going to ask and use the time te collect your thoughts.
Ask for the journalist’s name and media eorganisation and write it down. This
will give you more credibility and may make them less likely to take you out
of context.

Although some journalists may be sincerely interested in the politics of
the event, most are probably more interested in a ‘gooed stery” hence their
anticipation of violence despite a repeated commitment to nen vielence.
They are more likely to ask questions relating te any possible confrontations.

The trick is not to get drawn in to talking about something other than the



reazon that you are thera.

Tryto flip our answrer to 2k about what wow went to Gk aboutand the
points that jou wamt to get acrozs. "The Police haore bean rary aggrassime
towamzus..." Ithelps if youhzore aclear dea of what wou want to @l dout
and hawra & fowr aacy phrases to fallback on. The tr media and some mdio
wrill be using wery short grab s — think of a suecinet wayr to get your point
ACIDEE.

Letters pages

The Age: <latte o the are fairfac com s

Lecezz fga racords & 50 wiord letter to ad dbor): 2670-1601
Tha Heralid Sex:=helette o@hwtnewitd com

The sl ey <au < Hera®newseorp com s =

Fax stream

ISW SESFADIC (02 M32-1640
IS SES TV ) 9430-3040

I3 SESDATELINE (02) 29573571
WIC ARC TWIEWS [05) 952427 12
LABC RATIORELE (05 M26-1661
ABCEATID MATICITAT. 03 M26-1621
LABCTIT 0F M26-1707

SBS BATID (0F) 9686-7 4%

3CE [0F) M 174472

LAP (05) 261990335

The Lge newrzmom (03) 960 1-2352
Channel? (03] M204082

Channel 7 (03] Qe F-F 200

Tha Sunday Lza (05) 9601-5137
SEEE. 05 ™17-1341

FouFR/ SR (08) 9525-062 1
izood Tuck!
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ROB A DUB DUB
Nefarious Artists

One of the nicest ways to distribute underground video is to dub onto the
end of hired tapes. Just get on down to your lecal video store and hire the
most popular tape of the genre you're detourning (this technique has added
impact if your cutup comes from the same movie). Watch the video while
dubbing it. Take notes with times where useful scenes occur for further
mulching into the cutup compost.

Dub your fab vid thing onto the end of the tape and return tape with the
nice little surprise at the end! This method of distribution has distinct
advantages: it’s contrelled by the maker, and deesn’t rely on any middle
mediators like video festival bureaucrats or cringing tv producers to get the
tape out to “the people’. It's “illegal’, so don’t put your contact address at the

end. This forced anonymity alse brings with it freedom from the cult of the

‘OIT'S “ILLEGAL”. SO DON'T creator. You're obviously not deing

PUT YOUR CONTACT
ADDRESS AT THE END... IT'S

it for self aggrandisement and sc
the viewer can simply enjoy the

tape for what it is. There’s no

A SURPRISE GIFT FROM THE money involved. It's a surprise gift
MAKER TO THE VIEWER AND from the maker to the viewer and
CONS EQ UENTLY IS NOT consequently is not operating as a

OPERATING AS A
COMMODITY...

commodity. This can help get a
more critical viewpoint across to a
sceptical audience; they've not
paid for the experience and so bring fewer expectations to it. The viewer is in
control of the tape. They can stop, review, copy or erase it. Again, this more
equitable relationship between maker and viewer can help to get ideas
flowing and is also less authoritarian.

Once you've put a bit of sticky tape over the ‘record safe hole” on a hired
tape it can be very tempting to actually dub into the middle of the movie
itself. Don’'t. Be respectful of your audience at all times. Yes, they may hold

positions you wish to criticise, but they're the other end of the



communication loop and thisis a wideo they e paid for and weantto sea,
Youwe snuck on sizre atthe end of the spectaele and hare their attenbon.
Don't alienate them nowr, Cmee they eloze their mind = to pour mesmga the
tactical advantage of surphss kgona.

If rou haore tero WO ES alwaes plugs ad into each othe r ready for cutup,
you cam easily do this to every mowie youhire out. Ina sens by dubbing at
the end of the tape wou're not a0 fualby inte rfering with the properdyof the
1ide o himer and =0 are more likedhe to get aver with it Hie fmm anumber of
stores to avoid sething up easy patterns to trace through their databace s,
Famember, the shop hasacomputer record of who hired the tape. Thizidea
iz prsented asa s lf-replicating meme. Fretiy soon o w'll hire & tape with
mizmhie vous intentions and find & cutup surpn<e already at the end of
it!
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DREAMS

How to remember your dreams

Bame mbaring wour dreams= i the starting plare for b arning to hae ueid
dmams. If you dont meall pour dreams, e ren if you do haore & lucid dmam,
wou won't remembar it! &nd, in amder to be shle to recogrnise wour dreams as
dmams whils they ae happe ning, wou haore tobe Gmiliar with the wegr your
owm dm am s work:.

i thing plenty of skep iz the firststep to good dmam recall. If you are
Tasted # willbe aasier to forus on mealling dreamsand you won'tmind =0
much taking the time during the night to record our dmams. Another
banefitofgaethng plenty of shep i that dream pariods (BEW]) gt longer and
closar together as the night proceeds. We all Amam every nizght, about one
dmam period ewary 90 minute s Peopls who my theynemrdmam simphy
naer remembe r their dreams. You may haore mom than one dmam dudng
& BEM perind . saparate A by short arowsals that ame most oftean forgotten. Itis
ganea ally accepled among sleep e seamhers that dreams are not recallead
unlezs the glea par seede ns dim ety from the dmam, rathe r than after going
on to other SAage s of sleap.

It ean be wzaful whils wou are deweloping wour drazm recall to keap a
complete dream joumal. Feep the journal handy by wourbed and recomd
avary dmam wou ramember, no matte r how fmgme ntary. Start b writing
dowm all wour dreams, notjwst the complate, eoherent or inte m shing onez —
avran if all ywou mmamberica faes or aroom, write itdowm.

When you veke in the nightand mcall what wou were dreaming,. meond
the dream right away. If you don't, in the moming you may find o
ramember nothing and you will ce ttainly hawe forgotten many interesting
detzils. Wa saam to haore built-in dream e mears in our mind s which make
dmam expenences momr difficult to recall than wakdng one = If you don't feel
lika writing outa lomg draam story at 3 am. note down ey pomts of the plot.
Ao write dowm the precise conta nt of anyr dialogue fom the dream, becauz
wrom < will almost inewitabhe be forgotten quicldy.



Possibly, all you will need to do to increase your dream recall is to remind
yourself as you are falling asleep that you wish to awaken fully from your
dreams and remember them. This works in a similar manner to remembering
to awaken at a certain time in the morning. Additionally, it may help to tell
yourself you will have interesting, meaningful dreams.

A major cause of dream forgetting is interference from other thoughts
competing for your attention. Therefore, let your first thought upon
awakening be, “What was [ just dreaming?’ Before attempting to write down
the dream, go over the dream in your mind, re-telling the dream story to
yourself. Do not move from the position in which you wake and do not think
of the day’s concerns. Cling to any clues of what you might have been
experiencing — moods, feelings, fragments of images — and try to rebuild a
story from them. Try to relive the dream in reverse. If all you remember is a
mood, describe it in a journal. Even if you can’t recall anything in bed, events
or scenes of the day may remind you of something you dreamed the night
before. Be ready to notice when this happens and record whatever you
remember.

If you find that you sleep too deeply to awaken from your dreams, try
setting an alarm clock to wake you at a time when you are likely to be
dreaming. Since our REM periods occur at approximately 90 minute
intervals, good times will be multiples of 90 minutes after you go to sleep.
Aim for the later REM periods by setting the alarm to go off at 4.5, 6, or 7.5
hours after you go to sleep. Once again, when you wake up, don’t move and
think first of what you were just dreaming before writing.

To remind yourself of your intentions and get yourself into the spirit of
your dreams, read through your dream journal at bedtime. Learning to
remember your dreams may seem difficult at first, but if you persist, you will
almost certainly succeed—and may find yourself remembering four or more
dreams per night. Of course, once you reach this level, you probably won't
want to write them all down—just the significant or compelling ones. And,
the more familiar you become with the style of your own dreams, the easier

it will be to remember you are dreaming while you are dreaming—and
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aaplre the world of wour dmams while shill on the zrana.

Dream Machine
Tlans

Take an empty bleach bottle (ajzca, ate ), cut off the top conieal saction and
cut ahole in the centre of the bottom . (&lternatively use & piace of black
camboard and fold itinto & eyplinder)

Zut thee rings of eve nly spaced holes (for ewe n spaces of Lght and darl)
in the eylinder/bottle. Cme ring with 11, one with 12 and one with 13 This
girez wou different frequencies simultamecuszly. Put the eylinder on a
turntable and suzpend & lightbulh in the cantre. Turn the turntsbles and
liz hibulb on.turn the room Liz ht off.

Sit eloze to the Cmeamachine and elosa jpour azpaz. Blows ywour head around
to o heck out which freque ney rouwhook into.

Histowy

The Dreamachine was inwented by Canadian-Iskmic poet Brion SGpsin
and mathematicisn Ian Sommenmlls in 1969, Bagad on Gysin's dirinatory ws
of Sufic geometry, the motorized lamp w lies on the
flickering of IEhmaelite amwhe types to wield an
ormeLlkr state in the wser. American nowelict
William 5. Burmoughs, a devout champion of
Haemmn I Sabbah (Mothing is true — amerything iz
permitted’) made eatensive use of the
Creamarhine z: & zoures of mepisdion thmuwghouwt
hi WSonaTy cATRe T,

To properly “m=me” or experience  the
Dmeamachine, position wour head as closely as possible to its miading
cylinder ez cbbsed . Adjust wour dictancs to the marhina.

Initially most wsrs obsenore something alin to & perpetuadly
me ttmorphodng Parcian rug. Within 10 to 15 minute <, e ntophe affects magy
sagrue into azeries of cinematic image s as the brain suggles to find a



somblames of order and familizrity in an appars nily
andlezs, abstmet visual chaos. Turing this process,
tha machine’s rate of flicker may induce the subject
to enter into & waking, lucid dmam state.

Iomally, an awmks parson’sbrain fune bons at
betwresn 4 and 8 alecirical pulses par second fherts
orhg. Howawer, when the Dmeamachina’zbright 10
flickers parsacond strike cloged lids, the optic nenre
znds a powsrful 10 hz pulse =Dignal mto the
subject’s cortical tissue. The hizh amplitude of this
newly introduced fmquaney defeatsthe walking
brains nommal 48 he (Beta mnge) operading
fraquenecy. Henes, the waling brain is now
operating at 10 he (Alpha range ; 8-12 he), asmapes
fr qua ney aszociade d with dreaming.

Users may terminate a Creamachine e iperienece
by zimply opening their eyes. View the
Cmeamachine with moderstion and caution. .. &.

109



110

IS YOUR OFFICE PAPER ENVIRONMENTALLY

FRIENDLY? (THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY)
Information is correct at date of publication.

Don’'t use paper that destroys Australia’s last forests

An estimated 7.2 million hectares of ancient forest are logged throughout
the world each year. The current nature of the logging industry in many
countries makes it very difficult to trace the sources of paper and production
processes. Irresponsible and illegal practices remain widespread. Many
imported office papers from South East Asia come from areas where either
plantation establishment or the logging of tropical rainforests has caused
human rights abuses and devastating forest fires. If a paper label does not
include the country of source, do not buy it. Don’t use paper that destroys
international forests.

Each day about 100 hectares (equivalent to 55football fields) of Australia’s
forests are clear-fell logged. Woodchips for the paper and packaging industry
drive the clear felling of these forests. In some areas — Tasmania, parts of
Southern NSW and East Gippsland in Victoria — 80% of trees removed are
woodchipped. Australia’s only photocopy paper manufacturer, Paperlinx,
produces virgin papers using woodchips from high conservation value
forests. Each year they source around 475,000 tonnes of woodchips (CH
Comprehensive Regional Assessment, 1997) from Victoria’s Central
Highlands and Gippsland: Melbourne’s domestic water supply catchments
and habitat to species threatened with extinction such as the Leadbeaters
Possum, Spotted Tree Frog, Sooty Owl, Tiger Quell, Powerful Owl and Tall
Astelia Lily. Logging has detrimental impacts on many economic and non-
economic forest values such as domestic water supplies, tourism and
recreation.

Australia’s sole paper manufacturer, Paperlinx, regrettably only makes
‘recycled’ papers using mostly pre-consumer waste. The problem with pre-
consumer waste is that it contains essentially virgin pulp sourced directly

from native forests. Truly recycled paper uses a large proportion of post-



consumer waste (paper that has been used at least once by consumers, after
which it is gathered and sorted by a recycling company). Paperlinx has the
resources and technology to manufacture paper from plantations and post-
consumer waste. To help save our native forests, avoid Paperlinx ‘recycled’
papers until they decide to use genuine post-consumer waste and/or
plantation pulp. Until that day, purchasing these products will not provide
any pressure or incentive for Paperlinx to use the 500,000 cubic metres of
recoverable post consumer printing and writing paper going directly to
landfill each year.

Australian environment groups would love to wholeheartedly endorse a
photocopy paper, unfortunately all available papers or the company
producing them have significant negative impacts. The following list
represents the best available options. A more comprehensive supplier list is

available at: <www .paperlinxethical.shares.green.net.au>

Nautilus (also known as Canon 100): 100% recycled, of
which approx 50% is post-consumer waste.
Recommended for black and white double or single sided photocopiers
and printers. Available from:
Friends of the Earth (03) 9419-8700
Going Solar (03) 9328-4123
Longbottom Paper (02) 9553-5911
Moir & Co. 1800 252-66%
SCRAP (02) 9825-1062
ecocern (02) 9337-2737
Officeworks (some stores) 131-505
Danka (02) 9978-6000 (min 5 reams)
Canon (large orders only) 131-393
Corpoerate profile: Lenzing AG (the manufacturer) appears® to be

involved in the woodchipping or pulping of native forests in Europe.
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Canefields: (approx 75% sugarcane bagasse, 25% eucalypt plantation
fibre). Standard or high performance version OS 2000 available.

Endorsed by Planet Ark. Available from:

Officeworks 131-505

SCRAP (02) 9825-1062

Spicers Paper (sold by pallets)1800 729-777

Viking 1800 621-862

<www.canefields.com.au> (retail and bulk)

Corporate profile: although TNPL(the manufacturer) does not appear to

be directly involved in woodchipping or pulping of forests, it does appear to
use pulp possibly from forests from the international market in the

production of newsprint.

Cyclus (offset quality): 100% recycled (about75% post-consumer
and 25% pre-consumer). Made in Denmark, archival quality, comes in A4
and A3, can be used for photocopiers, but is highly recommended for
printing of annual reports, letterhead and newsletters by commercial

printers. Available from:
KW Doggett (03) 9450-2222;(07) 3260-1588
Jaeger Fine Papers (02) 9938- 3444
CPI (03) 9239-3600; (08) 8447-1377; (07) 3390-8444; (02) 9681-0555;
(08) 9240-2222
Corporate profile: Stora Enso (the manufacturer) appears™ to be involved

in the woodchipping or pulping of native forests in Europe.

Enviro Board Paper (also called Botany Brown):
100% recycled, high percentage post-consumer waste. Not photocopy
paper. Made in Australia by Visy, used mainly by printers. Comes in off-
white and brown. Available in a variety of weights. Available from:
Premier Paper (03) 9416-8188
ecocern (02) 9337-2737



Raleigh Paper (marketed as Botanypaper) (03) 9558-0500; (07) 3865-2425;
(02) 9743-1255; (02) 6280-1870
Corporate profile: Visy do not appear to be invelved in the woodchipping

or pulping of native forests.

Harvest: sourced from 65% sugar cane bagasse and 35% plantation
pine fibre; chlorine bleached. Made in South Africa. Not photocopy
paper. Harvest is a coated printing paper and comes in matt, gloss and a

variety of weights. Available from:
Raleigh Paper Raleigh Paper (03) 9558-0500; (07) 3865-2425; (02) 9743-1255;
{02) 6280-1870
Corporate profile: SAPPI (the manufacturer) appears® to be invelved in

the woodchipping or pulping of native forests in Europe and North America.

Datacopy (coloured version available) — also known
as MoDo: although claimed to be 100% plantation paper, at least a
percentage of fibre comes from sites that environment groups regard as
natural forest. Elemental Chlorine free. World leaders inclosed loop
water cycle. Comes in A4 and A3. Awhite high-performance paper for

high speed copiers. Available from:
Angleton’s (03) 9419-5855
Blackburn’s (03) 9417-6966
W C Penfolds (03) 9650-5035; (08) §232-7200; (02) 9233-5777: (07) 3221-4100;

Industrial Stationers, large orders only (03) 9614-2751
Corporate profile: me-real (the manufacturer) appears® to be involved in

the woodchipping or pulping of native forests in Europe.

Renew 100 (similar coloured version, Outback,
available): promoted as 100% recycled it contains approximately

70% pre-consumer waste. 10% pre- or post-consumer milk carton

1.L3
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*Detarmmining w hare
ouer seas Corporations
source their wood iz
difficult, We have
assurned they're
directly invaolved in
Forest destruction i
they pulp or woodchip
native forest species
or zource from poorly
rnanaged forests (they
do not claimto source
Frorn areasz with
independent, third
party certification to a
standard equal ar
exceading that of the
Forest Stew ardship
Councill,

n@aterial, X%, cotton linters dilely tooontain
genetically moditiad material ag 0, of
Awtralian cotton has Bt hacterhmmgenes). ECF

cotrecton Heached

protile: Faperlin: (the
manufartuer) is woodchipping or pulping natra
forests in Wictoria

CoIpoTate

Avoid these papers
Benewr BO
Tikerox Greememp
Beflex
Copyright
Comact Lazercopy
hostmlan Copy Faper
Croen
Chpriie
Fredsion
O Copyr
Fost Offie A4 paper

Other things to be aware of

Agide from using the most anvironme niadly
sound pape I avmdable, whers possible, use less
paper  Flantabions  are not  alwepes
envionme ntally foe nd e Issue s that need o be
addrezzed inelude cle arames of nadiwe wage takion,
ganetic engmesnng, toxk pollution of =odl,
ground wader, wate nemges and the ceean. We wich
to e knowledg e that the logzing of Aushmlian
fomsts for the paper indushy affects loeal
Indigenous peoples.



Peter Siose

Cands Manager, The Shell Company of Australia Lad
PO Box 872K

Welbourme Yictorin 3081

Peter,

Om June 15 1999 you sent me a letter aboul vehicle management systems and Shell Cands.
| nm nod sare where you come across my business sddress because | weuld nof have given
Shell my details. | was not happy about receiving direct marketing paraphernalia from
virii, | have researched Shell and fts setivities in Nigeria, | sctively boyestt vour petrol
and have evea been 8 member of numernous proteits spamst your compasy.

Ume of the people | bave read about & a person named Ken Saro-Wiwe, who was a
wrier, poliviclan, and scthvist in Migerin He openly and publicly conradiceed the “oificial
line” of both the Nigerun Government and Shell. He criticised the government in
columns he wrole for 1be Migerian newspapers Prch, Fanguard snd Oeaily Times, he
Broapht 1o light the plight of the very poor in Wigeria {something the government and big
businosa tried to ignore), be criticised many of the Migenan government’s policics, be
atincked the collmsion of govermment and big business ot the expense of his people (the
(rgomi — whao are one of aver 2 ethnk peoples n H'igrril.}l.ld hax called for an
evaluation of the distribution of wealth in Nigeria in order 10 promote a “fair go® for all,
By doing this he risked imprisonment, toriere and death.

Im May 1954 he was armested with elghs others on false charges of ‘incliement o
musrder”, imprisoaed for more than a year and then tried before a specially convened
iribaial—with ne fight of appeal. On Movember 2, 1995, Ken Saro-Wiwa and e cight
others wene found guilty and sentenced s death,

O Movembeor 10, 1995, they were all murdencd,

As you can imaging, as 0 writer mysell who believes i the nghes of all proples 1o
speak out and tell the truth, | was offended when | received your ketier. | do not wish 1o
ever recedve anyihing from your compary agaia. You obvioasly had no idea about my
business becawse if vou had you would have known | em o sole treder (freelnmee writer and
editor] and have ni need for a vehicle mamagement system. Sending me correspondence
was totally inappropriate. Dor't do it again,



Mr. Peter [Dascan
CEQOChasirman

The 5kl Compasy of Mustralia
i) Box §TIK

Melbourne 3061

Feter,

Om June 13 1999 Peter Stome (Cards Manager, The Shell Company of Asstralia Lul)
sl mae o lenter about vehicle management systems and Shell Cands. | was not hapgny
about receivieg direct marketing paraphernalia from you. | sent Peter Stooe a lotior
sinting. ‘Sending me comespondence is totally insprsopriate. Don’t do @ again.” As vou
can imagine, when | received maore propaganda from Shell’s Disvct Marketing Masaper,
Margme! Keemedy, daied August 24 1999, | wan pisaed ofT | have resemrched Shell and i
activities in Nigeria, | actively hovoott your peteod and bave gvem been @ membes of
mumeTus peolests againsl your comgany

me of The prople | have remd aboul is @ person mames] Kem Sanc-Wiwa wriser,
politician amd sctivia in Migeria. He openly and publicly contadicowed the “official line® of
hath the Nigerian Govermment and Shell. He eritiisad the govemment in colamns be
wrole for the Nigenan newspapers Pasach, Fasguord and Dally TTmes, he brought o light
the plight of the very poor in Migera (something the povemment and big business
ignane), ke coticised many of the Nigerian Governmont’s palicies, he attackad the
colleion of govermment and hig basineis that causcd his poople (the Ogoni—wha sfe coe
of aver 00 cthnie peoples in Migeria) 1o suflfer and be callad for an evaluation of the
dustribution of wealth in Migeria in order to promole a “falr go' for all. By doing this be
risked Esprisonment, torture and death,

In May |98 he was mrresied wiih cight othors on fabe charges of "inciiement o
marder’, impriscmed for more than & year and then tried before & specially convensd
tribamal —with no right of sppeal. On November 2, 1995, Ken Saro-Wiva and the cight
others were Tound guilty and seniencod 1o death.

Om Movember 10, 1995, they weore all mardened,

As a writer mysell | wae offended when | received your firs! lener, The fact that you
igmorad me and ses me another betver i imsmling. As | wid Peer Swone, | ds mol wish
to receive anything from veur company EVER agais, | am relling vou the came
thimg, | hopse thit is in plain enough English for vou. You Lill people and 1 don't wans 1o
have asvehing 10 do with vou. | doa't ISe repeating myself, bea it is obvioms | bave 1o
Semding me correspondence i totally inappropriste. Den't EVER do bt again
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FROTESTER SAFETY WITH DR GEREG CARRCT
Civil dizobedience hints for around the blackade,
occupation and protest site,

‘Bz pot bhe fundhion of our governmment to beap the

clizan from falling Into error; iz the fundhion of the

citizan bo keep the government from Bling into arror’
Fobert H Jackszon (1292-1954), US Judge,

Thiz article iz a surnmary of an address by Dr, Carrct in
early 2002, He w as speaking at a Melbourne university
about the impending Woorneraz002 cavalcade of protest,
possible police violence and the role he (and anyone
comritted to non-violence] could play as advocates of
zafe cormmunities and zafe civil dizobedience,

First of all T would like to acknowlkdze the tmditional cusod isms, whosa
cOWnty we am now on.

Thank wou all foreoming. Todagy Imtend going thmugh some helpiul fips
to make wour pmte st melaxed . comiorhbk and sads

Police (oolloquially ko as oopsl;

Them iz one constant unsafe elameant at every wiolent protest: cops.
Eacically thew are amgry, ageresirae, trained in violenee , itching for a fight
and ammed to the teath . My theory i that the 3 don’t haore to be wiole nt, nor
do they hare tobe the saed of violenece, and really they don't haore o be
there, Pmtesters are mom than capable of looking after themselres, Hara's
A VeIY cOMMoI axpe danee . Say, for example, thare am aumber of pissed off
cops standing in front ef abunch of prote sters. These eops are not &t home
writh theirfamilies but inctead am outin the hotdesert, dm sz d in dadk:blue
clothes, camying heary riotgear, hifting phadlic ttuncheons and being sean
holding unfashionable shields. Thisis awe oy unsade dituation. Apowder kag,
Apot rezadsr to boil aver, How ean I as an adwoeate of ol te and nonriolance,
maks sumw thissituabion doeznotspiml out of control, msuling in i ury.
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wiolence and possibl amest?

Wall, ona plam i< to ;umeptitiowsly staal & trunche on from one of the cops
and walk up and down be hind the cop line, with people from the medical
team, and whack ezach cop over the head with the truncheon, knoclang tham
unconsciows, thus ereating asafe pmwiest enmronment. &n imporant point to
Tamamber her i that this should be done nomdolently and with a2 smilk .

Another plhn & to “Gke out’ the commanding officer (OO0 and
impersonate them. Walk up and dowm behind the line of cops g, Go
home to your familie s, have anice meal, plagy with your children, help old
Iad iaz exoss the sheat, stopadl this nonsanee, hawe an e cream, ke i ez,
Talsx”. Be nice to them . That's a1l the 7 want. If you listen to the waor the COc
call the cops names, fite them wp, bad mouth the prote sters and generally

*... THERE IS5 incite wolence it's no wonder the cops want to

COMFLICT HERE, B LT beat the shit out of profesters. By speaking to
WE'RE WILLING, IF them kindly. giving them the day off

YOLPARE, TO PLAY

ampovering them and their lifs byl choies 2 370w
reduce their angerand dise nfranchisament and

OUT THE CONFLICT zive back theirzelf asteam. The cops willbe

WITHOUT happisr and you will help ereate peace in their
VICOLEMCE, . ! mindzand asafe placs for the pmtest to ewohea .
EBatom char g

Baton charges are generally annoying for the many proteste s who are
often hit and mjured by batons being wielded around willy-nilly. Cdten
pIote sters/blockade rs it on the ground and lock themae himes together with
their armsand leg < to try and nullify the baton charge. Unfortunately this
doesnt abesges work becauss the cops are =0 owemome with iolent-
endorphins that thaydon't recognis that sthing dowm is & noniols nt wegy
of g, “Thers i< conflict here, but we'e willing, if woware, o plagr out the
conilict without wiolence” Itic nota sign of submiscon or wealne 2=, mom
a sign of empathy and arequest for recognition and walue for what the
ptestars are mying, domg and proteshing about. (Any Deorid Attenborough
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documentary about primates will explain this behaviour as one of the many
types of behavicurs animals exhibit when trying to resolve conflict without
the use of physical vielence.) The cops regularly ignore the signals and

proceed to call in the horses or stomp all ever the protesters, putting

bootmarks on people’s faces, or breaking CHANTING: “THE

bones. This is a bad situation for any protester
ik ; PEOPLE, UNITED, WILL
o find themselves in.

Some would argue that protesters should NEVER BE DEFEATED!”
change their taclic, become more aggressive, AND VARIATIONS: "THE
reject the notion of non-violence. Wrong. This pT ZZA, EATEN, WILL
only validates and perpetuates the cops’ NEVER BE REHEATED!”
viclent behaviour. Sitting down and -

ARE ALL WORTHWHILE

humming; om-ing at the cops; telling jokes;

screaming; laughing; staying silent; chanting: TACTICS.'

‘The people, united, will never be defeated!” and variations: “The pizza,
eaten, will never be reheated!” are all worthwhile tactics. What are some
other plans to try and stop the violence before it happens? It could be good
to infiltrate the cops” headquarters and take all their shoes and hide them.
That will stop them from stomping on the protesters. Tie their shoelaces
together and hide their truncheons/shields/helmets. Replace the hard
truncheons with those foam bats you get in show bags. But what if you can’t
stop the viclence before it happens? How can you minimise the injuries and
damage? One way might be to buy a couple of old cars and create a barrier
around the protesters. Light fires in them, maybe. This way the cops won't
be able to charge in stemping or bring in the horses. Alternatively, everybody
could dress up as clowns, school children, Santa Clauses, bunnies, puppy
dogs or apes — it’s a bad look stomping funny, innocent, jolly or cute things.
Hire wheelchairs and chain them together and sit in them. Again, it's a bad
look attacking people in wheelchairs. Put “mainstream’ media at the front of
the blockade, so if the police do come through, the cameras are in their faces
and recording the events. Spread slippery stuff on the road around the

blockade (banana skins, lard, detergent, soap or toothpaste). This will make
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it hard for the cops to get up speed when they run at the protest/blockade.
Set up bails of hay sprinkled with sugar, honey, oats and bits of carrots
around the protest/bleckade so the police horses stop and eat, rather than

charge in.

Occupational health and safety (OH&S), environmental concerns and tax:

Often there are many OH&S issues at protest sites. Sharp objects; cop
horses under the control of angry, violent or even inexperienced cops; fences
with razor wire on top of them, unsteady fences that may fall over at any
time; unsanitary truncheens; rusty, un-looked-after handcuffs; long, wet
grass; un-badged cops; tree branches; cement poles; mud; slippery paths. On
the day, among the hurly burly of a protest, it is often difficult, pretty much
impossible (especially when the cops take their badges off) for the protest
OH&S representative to find the cop OHé&S liaison officer. Try talking to the
cops about OH&S a day or two before the protest. Even though the cops are

supposed to be taking care of the community, supposed to be keeping them

‘ _ WHENEVER I GO TO A safe, do not rely on them te undertake
PROTEST AND IT'S BEEN even a simple task like looking for
RAINING OR LOOKS LIKE IT

MIGHT RAIN I ALWAYS TAKE The old adage: ‘If you want
FIVE OR SIX EXTRA PAIRS something done properly, do it
OF SOCKS FOR ME AND MY vourself’, applies. You'll have to do
FRIENDS. NOTHING WORSE vour own OHé&S on the run. If a fence
THAN COLD FEET...

rocks, broken glass, or sharp objects

around the area before the protest.

or other structure has fallen over it is

important to let protesters know the

structure is a safety concern. Fliers are a good start, but people den't often
read during the heat of a protest. If you can put safety tape around the
structure that might do the trick. A Danger” sign would work effectively too.
I keep a little first aid kit in my bag at all times — just in case. Whenever

I go to a protest and it's been raining or looks like it might rain I always take

five or six extra pairs of socks for me and my friends. Nothing worse than



cold feet. I prefer “Adventure Socks'T™, which you can buy from K-Mart.
always have good adventures in my Adventure Socks TM and they are
Australian made, woollen, toasty-warm and nice and thick. I also carry thick,
tough blankets with me just in case there is a breakout from a detention
centre nearby and I'm called upon to put the blankets over the top of a fence
topped with barbed or razor wire. People can cut themselves on that stuff.
It’s important when people are climbing over such fences that they do it
safely, without injuring themselves on the fence or wire.

If a lot of your protesting is done outdeors in the sun you may be able to
claim the cost of sunscreen, hats and sunglasses on your tax. Talk to the ATO
or visit their website: www.ato.gov.au.

Demarcation disputes:

Often demarcation disputes arise between different affinity groups or
between the cops and protesters. I once had to intervene to stop a fresh-faced
yvoung man who was working at a socialist stall from having a placard
shoved up his bum by another protester.

‘That’s an illegal placard,” The socialist (S) said as the protester walked
past.

The protester (P) asked, "What?’

S: “You're carrying an illegal placard. Placards have to have long wooden
handles. Yours doesn’t have one.”

P:“You're kidding.”

S:’No. I can’t give you a legal placard, or a handle, but if you’d like to
come over here and have a look at our placards... I could sell you ene of
ours.”

P:T'll tell you what you can do with your fucking placard—"

I intervened here and tock the protester away from the capitalist-
orientated, fresh-faced socialist and steered the protester towards the Food
Not Bombs stall.

Often demarcation is as simple as protesters being in a space the cops
want to be in themselves, and for various reasons the protesters don’t want

te give up their space. Sometimes demarcation flows into other areas and we
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Handy Hints

Here’s just a couple of
hints to make your
own occupation a little
bit friendlier, a little bit
safer, a bit more
relaxed and more
family-orientated.

Organise to occupy a
comfy place. Running
water (hot water is a
bonus, especially if
you're occupying in
winter) and flushing
toilets are vital. If you
can, make sure the
place has electricity so
you can run a sound
system, fridge, lights,
stereo, laptops or an
independent media
centre.

see cops confiscating things from protesters, such
as placards, cameras, video cassettes, recording
devices, tripods and objects used to blockade
roads or forest coupes. [ have watched a number
of these incidents and think I have come up with
some answers. These tactics used to work on my
sister when I was eight and she was five, so they
might work on the cops. Say, for example I was
playing with a toy and my sister wanted it, I'd
pretend I didn’t care and focus on something else.
She’d immediately want the new toy. I'd put up a
bit of a fight and then let her have it. She thought
she’d won, when in fact I wanted the original toy
all along. Or, if my sister was hanging around and
[ didn't want her there I’d tell my friends she had
nits or smelly feet. Or I'd pretend I couldn’t see
her. Or I"d fart in her face. Or I'd repeat, in an
annoying, nasal tone, everything she said and
copy all her movements. That's really annoying.
As you can see, with a bit of imagination these
same tactics could be empleoyed at your own

protest demarcation dispute.

Occupations:

Occupations can last from a couple of minutes
to days, weeks or months. They may be in vice
chancellor’s offices, media offices, wharves, ship
containers, university courtyards, forest coupes
earmarked for logging, outside parliament house,
multinational corporate headquarters or an entire
inner city.

When occupying offices always liberate



something interesting. The only rule is te do
something witty and stylish with it afterwards.
According to Irving Washington in his essay ‘A
Story About Stories’, “A group of us liberated the
bust of Sir John Monash during a protest against
up-front fees. Despite our best efforts, we were
unable to change university policy and at every
turn we were being portrayed by the mediaas a
bunch of self-centred ratbags. We were desperate,
so in the middle of the day we walked straight in,
grabbed the bust and ran. Nobody questioned us
because we looked like we had valid reasons and
destinations. Three weeks later Sir John sent
letters to the vice chancellor and set up his own
website:

<www.geocities.com/ Athens/ Ithaca/ 4277/ >,
explaining he would not return to Monash
University until education was made fair again.
He also uploaded photos of his travels. So far he’s
been to Newcastle, Canberra (parliament house),
Sydney (swimming at Bondi Beach and lunching
at a Bondi café, Circular Quay: the Opera House,
the harbour bridge), the Blue Mountains and
Holbrook (beef capital of NSW and owner of an
inland submarine). Last we knew he was heading
to QLD. The prank put another spin on the
protest and was perpetrated te provide
inspiration in the face of overwhelming odds,
during a time of little hope. We created our own
story, our own future history. I could be anyone.
I could be you. It was easy. Anyone can and
should doit".
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If there are phones
make lots of STD and
ISD calls.

In the city pick places
close to public
transport, cinemas,
pubs and theatres.
Bring recycling bins,
BBQs, sofas, seats,
coffee tables, desks,
eskies, hacky sacks,
Frisbees, drums,
guitars and bean bags
with you.

Cooking facilities are
good, but not
necessary if you're
near cafes, takeaways
or pizza delivery
places.

If you don’t have
toilets, or if the cops
turn the plumbing off,
hire porta loos or
something, because
pissing and shitting in
a bucket is not fun for
anyone.
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Start = free
university TAFE fzchaoal
zo wou can infarm
people about what
vou're doing,

Hold open air-raves’a
folk feztiv alfpunk
gigs/hip hop
nightz/zpoken word
performances, Invite
the cops if vou w ark —
they often have accesz:z
to the best drugs,

[Dbviously when
protesting’ occupying
in out of the way
places like Woormera
or Goolengook zorme
of theze cormforts rmay
have to be forgone —
voull know what to
do. ]

Media [Ereryone is 3 journalist; everyrone a
writress';

Spealing of media mistepmsentation, I're
bean to many a protestand after watching the
madia’s interpme fation of the ineids nts Tra o fhen
viondemd, “VWem thess peopk &t the mme
pmiests, “wmtching the me game™ (so-to-
spaal)t Ara thew from the same planet® Why am
pIote sters and protests ahesges on the wrong sids
of the media? Then Iget to thinking, ‘I= the
Australtian media stupid? Wem they omewha m
aka when it allhappened ? Chd the w get the waong
madiarelezge ¥ The sanswer & pobably w s to
theza three queshons, but that doesn’t ke aemy
from the imfluenee the medis haes. The only handy
hint I hawe here isbe wour own mediz. Recornd
eve prthing . Putto gether information kis for the
diffemnt mad i explaining the philosophy behind
the protest. Gire the media sympathetie footage
and photos. The w1 appreciate wou deing their
wiok forthem . That'swhat the big com panies
and politieal parties do. It's not that hard and jus=t
like the Dole Atmy segmentson both A Carresd
Aftr and Todey Tmiglt chowed, the mediais
18 ady to beliewe, Bemember: 7., Ajournalist is
somaone who mys the v are ajournalist’ — Dawin
Theriot-Cor (Coordinator, independent media
ca e, Saatth ),

Its up to wu how ofe, mhaesd and
com fortable wou want wour cird disobedienecs to
ba. Do not Bawe anything tochanee and do not,



T

wnde 1 any cireum stanees, think: that anpone ele, ba the w atffmity groups, the
gowrernmeant, or the cops, willbe making sure wou or anyone ele are mfe.
Walk amund the amabefom the protest, map out hotspots, pick up any
shatp objects and meks, tape off any possble danger pointslike mllen-dowm
fonce sor low-lying tres brancheas When the cops come, don't trust that
the e there to protect anpone | Alvegrs assume they am armed and angry. By
wang zome of the abowe fips, I'm sure your pmteshing dages willbe full of fun
and eacitemant. maybe akittle controversy but wltimate Iy the w willbe e,
Sood eivil disobedienes o pou a1l

LY
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